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PARKSRANGERS:NANUSACENCEGACY

1962- The USACE park ranger can be
traced back to 1962. Upgraded hiring
qualifications began selecting individuals
with college degrees in the sciences of
forestry, agriculture, biology, etc.
Previously, the operation and
management of USACE reservoirs’
recreational facilities was left to an
assortment of personnel including
maintenance, dam-tenders, lock tenders,
etc.

1964 - Land and Conservation Fund Act
passed. This act was intended to create
and maintain a high quality level of
recreation areas/facilities and to
stimulate non-federal investments in the
protection and maintenance of recreation
resources across the United States. To
assist in reaching this goal, user-fees
were now authorized to be collected. The
estimated 154 million recreational visits
to USACE reservoirs in 1964 reflected a
strong upward trend in public use, and
was about 3 times the 1954 estimate.
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1971 - 36 Code of Federal Regulations,
Chapter I11, Part 327 establishes the
first nationwide set of rules and
regulations governing public use of
USACE water resource development
projects. This regulation is often referred
to as Title 36.

1972- pPark Ranger Wallace Holcomb
issues the first citation to a violator at
Lake Cumberland, KY. A number of
warning citations were written by Dave
Stidham and Anon Bozeman prior to
Wallace’s citation.

1973 - Beginnings of diversity in the
park ranger ranks are evident. Deborah
Chenoweth, hired at Caesar Creek Lake,
OH in January 1973, became the third
female USACE Park Ranger in the nation.
Although the first two hires left within a
year, Chenoweth had a long and
successful career progression with the
USACE.

1979- Program policy and guidance is
established for Visitor Assistance
training. The training educates park
rangers to safely perform duties when
interacting with the public.

1983 - sections 111 and 114, Title 18,

include USACE Park Managers and Park
Rangers among the federal officers
protected against assault.

1986 - uniform regulations established

for Natural Resources Management
program staff.

USACE began promoting water safety
nationwide through an annual, unified
safety education campaign.

Modern Badge
Late 1980’s

1995 - The USACE National Water
Safety Program Committee was
established to meet the rising need for
water safety support. Then and now, the
committee provides park rangers and all
of USACE with the necessary tools to
educate USACE staff and visitors about
water safety.

1997 - verbal Judo Training enhances
the PROSPECT Visitor Assistance course.
Verbal Judo techniques help park
rangers verbally communicate to gain
voluntary visitor compliance with park
rules.

1999 - visitor Assistance program
guidance clarifies vehicle standards,
markings, and equipment (EC

1120-2-212). This guidance also clarifies
training requirements for park managers

and rangers.

2001-Aa Pepper Spray Pilot Program,
initiated to help park rangers safety,
expands to include all of the Southwest
Division.

A Visitor Assistance program webpage
goes live in April 2001 as part of the
initial launch of the NRM Gateway
knowledge management-based website.
This provides unprecedented access to
current and evolving Visitor Assistance
policy and procedure guidance as well as
communication tools for the Park Ranger
Community of Practice (CoP).

2002 - The Pepper Spray Program is
authorized to be implemented
nationwide (EC 1130-2-214)

2008 - uUsACE Park Ranger and
Manager positions convert to the Office
of Personnel Management (OPM) Job
Family Standard, Natural Resources
Management and Biological Sciences
Group, GS 0400 professional series.

A Park Ranger CoP Advisory Board is
established, comprised primarily of NRM
program subject matter experts. The
Board serves as a cross-functional team
of advisors with the goal of providing an
ongoing support platform for the USACE
Park Ranger Program.

The Park Ranger CoP section of the NRM
Gateway, developed with Board
oversight, improves internal CoP
communications.

Army Corps

2010 - The Park Ranger CoP Advisory
Board implements a revised charter that
reshapes membership to be comprised
primarily of park rangers, with some
additional advisory members.

I A national Visitor and Park Ranger

Safety Survey is sponsored by the Board
and administered to park rangers by
Michigan State University.

2011 - The park manager component
of the national Visitor and Park Ranger
Safety Survey is accomplished with
results analyzed by Michigan State
University.

2017 - An annual USACE Park Ranger
Safety Survey implemented to obtain
feedback from the CoP on a yearly basis
regarding employee safety and
operational concerns within the Natural
Resources Management (NRM) program.
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