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“The views, opinions and findings contained in this report are 
those of the authors(s) and should not be construed as an 
official Department of the Army position, policy or decision, 
unless so designated by other official documentation.”

Heather Burke
National Partnership Program Manager
Headquarters, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

USACE Headquarters 
Partnership Program Update 



Program Updates:
FY 17 OMBIL Partnership/Volunteer Data

 1,889 partnerships with a total value of $65 million ($7.9 million 
Corps investment matched by $57.1 million partner investment)

 43,975 volunteers 
contributed 
1,616,259 hours 
of work with an 
estimated value of 
$39 million



Newest Partnering Authorities
WRDA 2016 – Section 1001: Youth Service and Conservation Corps 

Organizations 
 Amends WRDA 2000 Section 213 (33 USC 2339)

 Added language: “The Secretary, to the maximum extent practicable, 
shall enter into cooperative agreements with qualified youth service 
and conservation corps organizations for services relating to projects 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary and shall do so in a manner that 
ensures the maximum participation and opportunities for such 
organizations.’’

 Does not actually provide any new authority.  Just provides more 
emphasis on use of youth conservation corps.

 Does not come with any new funding stream.
 Proposed legislation: HR 3400 “Recreation Not Red Tape Act”          

21st Century CSC section would give USACE direct hire                        
authority and noncompetitive hiring status of interns



WRDA 2016 – Section 1155: Management of Recreation Facilities

 Amends WRDA 1992 Section 225 (33 USC 2328) Challenge 
Partnership Program

 Added language:
 Collection of fees: The Secretary may allow a non-Federal public 

entity that has entered into an agreement to collect user fees for 
the use of developed recreation sites and facilities, whether 
developed or constructed by that entity or the Department of the 
Army.

 Use of visitor reservation services: The non-Federal public entity 
may use, to manage fee collections and reservations, any visitor 
reservation service that the Secretary has provided for by contract 
or interagency agreement.

Newest Partnering Authorities



WRDA 2016 – Section 1155: Management of Recreation Facilities (cont.)

 Added language (cont.):
 Use of fees: The non-Federal public entity that collects the user 

fees may retain up to 100 percent of the fees collected, and             
shall use any retained amount for operation, maintenance, 
and management activities at the recreation site at which the fee is 
collected.

 Implementation guidance is currently under review by the ASA(CW).

 Until official implementation guidance has been approved by the          
ASA (CW), Corps staff cannot share their own interpretation of the 
statute or provide draft policy and procedures to the public. 

 Note: Please have patience with the process.  WRRDA 2014 
implementation guidance took 2 years to go into effect. 

Newest Partnering Authorities



Partnership Program Updates
• Handshake Program: 178 partnerships funded through Remaining 

Items budget since 2004 with a total value of $13.6 million and 61% 
partner share ($8.2M).   FY 18 winners:
 Barren River: Pollinator pavilion and bee hive
 Carters Lake: Pollinator gardens and bee hives
 Melvern Lake: Marsh rehabilitation
 Mississippi River Project Office: Bald eagle artificial perches and interpretive signs
 Oahe Lake: Mountain bike trails
 Soo Locks: Community picnic structure and ADA upgrades
 Tuttle Creek Lake: ORV area kiosk and picnic facilities

 Cooperative agreement process PDT: Contracting Policy Office published 
a National SOP and templates/samples for administering cooperative 
agreements.  CoP established, updates in progress

• Prison Labor Delegation Memo –
 Request to approve national Inmate Labor Plan and delegate authority to 

District Commanders to approve MOAs without sending up to ACSIM. 
 Currently in ASA(CW) office for review
 Questions about authority to work with State prisons



Training and Awards
 PROSPECT Partnerships in Natural Resources Management class
 Targeted outreach to OC, RM, RE, and CT to attend classes
 FY 18 – 20 classes:

 Pittsburgh District Office, PA: June 4 – 7, 2018
 Saylorville Lake, IA: October 29 – November 1, 2018
 Boise, ID: May 6 – 9, 2019
 Southbridge Training Center, MA: Fall 2019

 Legends/Beacon nominations – Due April 16
 Sponsored by the American Recreation Coalition
 Legends – lifetime achievement for recreation
 Beacon – innovative use of technology for recreation

 2017 Excellence in Partnership and National Volunteer Award winners 
selected
 EIP: FOREST Council (MVS - Mark Twain) 
 Volunteer: Will & Judy Carter                                                                                    

(MVR - Saylorville)
 Sponsored by the Corps Foundation
 Nomination requests sent out in Fall;                                                                       Due 

December 15 due date









Resources: NRM Gateway 
https://corpslakes.erdc.dren.mil/partners/partners.cfm

https://corpslakes.erdc.dren.mil/partners/partners.cfm


Partnering with the Corps 
information sheet



PAC team newsletter: 
issued twice each year



Resources: Corps Lakes Photo Album
https://corpslakes.erdc.dren.mil/visitors/album.cfm?Option=View&Id=0&Activity=Volunteers

https://corpslakes.erdc.dren.mil/visitors/album.cfm?Option=View&Id=0&Activity=Volunteers


 Jason Knight – SWD            
(SWT District Office)

 Stacy Sigman - MVD                 
(Lake Ouachita)

 Taylor Saia - SPD               
(New Hogan Lake)

 Heather Burke – HQ

 Miriam Fleming – SAD             
(Carters Lake)

 Allison Walker - LRD               
(LRN District Office)

 Heath Kruger – NWD          
(Kansas City District)

PAC 2018

Not pictured: 
Scott Sunderland – NAD
(Blue Marsh Lake)



Questions?
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