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The Sesser-Valier Outdoorsmen Club supports several special 
events in support of Rend Lake’s missions. These events include the 
Annual Rend Lake Deer Hunt for Individuals with Disabilities, Annual 
Christmas Tree Drop, Paralyzed Veterans of America Bass 
Tournament, and Rend Lake Shooting Classic. The Club’s mission is 
to get students outdoors through volunteer opportunities in which 
students assist both youth and disabled recreationalists. Their 
commitment and dedication has helped Rend Lake continue to
provide outdoor recreation opportunities to all visitors while 
maintaining our natural resources.

• Established in 1980.
• The SVOC has assisted with the Rend Lake Deer Hunt for 

Individuals with Disabilities for over 40 years, scouting for blind 
locations, camouflaging the blinds, providing meals for the 
hunters, and assisting them in any way. Students track, haul, 
and field dress the harvested deer for hunt participants. The 
club has also hosted a large banquet for the last 33 years to 
support and celebrate this amazing event. 

• In 2019 alone, the Outdoorsmen Club had more than 70 
volunteers provide over $105K to benefit the events and 
visitors of Rend Lake.

• Partnership Type: Memorandum of Understanding.

SESSER-VALIER OUTDOORSMEN CLUB –
REND LAKE

SVOC 
members and 
hunters during 
the Annual 
Rend Lake 
Deer Hunt for 
Individuals 
with 
Disabilities.

SVOC volunteers during the 
Rend Lake Christmas Tree 
Drop. Volunteers help build 
and place fish habitat 
structure to improve fish 
populations at Rend Lake.
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During the Annual Rend Lake Hunt for Individuals with Disabilities, the Sesser-Valier 
Outdoorsmen Club (SVOC) members assist hunters with every aspect of the day. From building 
the blind to their hunters’ needs to laying scent or helping retrieve harvested game. The hunt 
provides sportsmen the opportunity to enjoy the great outdoors regardless of their physical ability 
and creates memories and bonds that truly last a lifetime. 

SVOC members and hunters proudly display their harvests 
during the 2019 Annual Rend Lake Deer Hunt for Individuals 
with Disabilities (1, 2, 3). 
 
An article by the Washington Post highlights the annual event 
hosted by SVOC and Rend Lake (4).  
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4 An article in The Southern Illinoisian highlights 
the Deer Hunt’s history and community support 
(1).  
 
A social media post shows the enthusiasm and 
local support for the event (2). 
 
SVOC members preparing their hunters’ blind 
during Blind Building Day (3-4). 
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SVOC members volunteer during the Rend Lake 
Shooting Classic which gives people with disabilities 
the opportunity to compete in archery and sporting 
clay shooting activities (1). 
 
An SVOC member assists a participant of the Rend 
Lake Shooting Classic safely take aim (2). 
 
SVOC members at the Southern Illinois National 
Hunting and Fishing Days Celebration (3). 
 
During Southern Illinois National Hunting and Fishing 
Days, SVOC members can be found working the 
entrance gates, youth BB gun shoots, kids fishing 
pond, and serving meals (4-5).  
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The SVOC participates in the Annual Rend Lake 
Christmas Tree Drop. Helping to build and place fish 
structures into Rend Lake to create more habitat 
and increase fish populations. During this event, the 
SVOC members work alongside Rend Lake Park 
Rangers and gain hands-on experience in the 
Natural Resources career field (1-4). 
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