
TRACK Trail Overview – Blue Marsh Lake

The Squirrel Run and Great Oak Nature Trails at Blue Marsh Lake were developed in the mid-1980s to 
be used for school programming, guided hikes, and general public use. A self-guided program with different 
interpretive stops was developed for each trail. Though designed to be self-guided activities, most of the 
interpretive stops were better suited for a guided program by park staff. The use and relevance of the developed 
programs degraded over time, where an update to overall nature trail program became necessary. 

The national MOU between USACE and the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation, Kids In Parks (KIP) 
TRACK Trails Program had been recently finalized as staff began to explore options to revamp the nature trails. 
The TRACK Trails Program proved to be a cost effective, time and labor efficient, turnkey option to upgrade the 
outdated nature trails at Blue Marsh Lake. 

The installation of TRACK Trails at Blue Marsh Lake established the first set of trails from the program 
within the state of Pennsylvania. Blue Marsh Lake staff and KIP staff collaborated together to produce a kiosk 
sign that embodied many attractions and common sites that can be found from North to South and East to West 
throughout the state. The kiosk design will be used for any TRACK Trail installed in Pennsylvania moving 
forward. 

The Squirrel Run and Great Oak Nature Trails are now equipped with new trailhead kiosks and a variety 
of self-guided activities perfect for families or school groups to participate in. The trail programs can be easily 
updated as the TRACK Trail program offers a wide variety of brochure activities for use and the ability to develop 
custom brochures for use. It is a future goal for Blue Marsh Lake staff to work with KIP staff to develop project 
specific brochures that will highlight specific USACE missions and initiatives.  



TRACK Trail Transformation – Squirrel Run Nature Trail
https://www.kidsinparks.com/blue-marsh-lake-squirrel-run-nature-trail#adventures

https://www.kidsinparks.com/blue-marsh-lake-squirrel-run-nature-trail#adventures


TRACK Trail Transformation – Great Oak Nature Trail
https://www.kidsinparks.com/blue-marsh-lake-great-oak-nature-trail

https://www.kidsinparks.com/blue-marsh-lake-great-oak-nature-trail


TRACK Trail Kiosk – Squirrel Run Nature Trail



TRACK Trail Kiosk – Great Oak Nature Trail



Brochures – Squirrel Run & Great Oak Nature Trail
Bug Out

The ‘Bug Out’ brochure is an investigation into the creepy crawlies of the forest. 
This adventure will help kids learn how to tell the difference between insects, spiders and other arthropods… as well 
as identify some of the more common bugs along the trail. 
This brochure is appropriate for children ages 4-10.



Brochures – Squirrel Run & Great Oak Nature Trail
Nature’s Relationships

In the Nature’s Relationships brochure kids will discover how everything in nature is connected. 
The brochure tells a story about a few of the relationships that can be found along the trail and how differenct things in 
nature work together. 
This brochure is most appropriate for children ages 6-12.



Brochures – Squirrel Run Nature Trail
Nature’s Hide & Seek

Nature’s Hide & Seek is a standard brochure issued to every TRACK Trail. It is the most universal and frequently used 
brochure. 
The Nature’s Hide & Seek brochure is designed so that kids of all ages can walk along the trail and discover common 
things that are often overlooked in nature. Some of them are hard to find, others are easy. 
This brochure is most appropriate for children ages 4-7. 
A bilingual Spanish/English version is available in a different design. 



Brochures – Squirrel Run Nature Trail
Types of Trees

In the Types of Trees brochures, kids can learn how to identify trees by studying the different features of a tree. 
This brochure illustrates what kids should look for in order to identify a tree, and explores families of common trees to 
show how some trees are alike and how they are different. 
This brochure is most appropriate for children ages 5-12. 



Brochures – Great Oak Nature Trail
Flower Power

Our Flower Power adventure shows kids that flowers have the power to grow on a variety of plants, attract pollinators, 
and become fruit. 
This brochure also provides a diagram that illustrates flower parts and their functions.
This brochure is appropriate for ages 4-10.



Brochures – Great Oak Nature Trail
Decomposers of the Dead

Decomposers of the Dead teaches kids the importance of decomposers and scavengers in an environment, the 
difference between the two, and what sorts of things they help breakdown. 
This brochure is appropriate for children ages 7-12.



Bike TRACK Trail Overview – Blue Marsh Lake MTB Skills Area
Blue Marsh Lake staff worked with Berks Area Mountain Biking 
Association members to develop and construct a mountain bike 
skills development area for beginner and intermediate riders. 

The project was made possible through the established trails 
partnership, volunteer work, and funding provided by the USACE 
Handshake Partnership Program. 

After the construction of the skills area, the partnership 
implemented the use of the KIP Bike TRACK Trails program to 
provide valuable interpretive signage and an additional interactive 
layer to the project.  

https://www.kidsinparks.com/blue-marsh-mountain-bike-skills-area

https://www.kidsinparks.com/blue-marsh-mountain-bike-skills-area


Blue Marsh Lake staff, KIP staff, and 
Berks Area Mountain Biking Association 
members collaborated together to 
produce a rules and safety sign specific 
to the bike skills area developed at Blue 
Marsh Lake. 

Bike TRACK Trail Kiosk – Blue Marsh Lake MTB Skills Area



Bike TRACK Trail Activity – Blue Marsh Lake MTB Skills Area
The KIP Bike TRACK Trail 
program includes skills signage 
with QR codes for instructional 
videos. 

Blue Marsh Lake staff worked 
with Berks Area Mountain 
Biking Association members to 
install the signs in appropriate 
locations throughout the bike 
skills area.  Skills signage 
aligns with the skill to be 
implemented on the upcoming 
feature.



Bike TRACK Trail Activity – Blue Marsh Lake MTB Skills Area



Bike TRACK Trail Activity – Blue Marsh Lake MTB Skills Area



Bike TRACK Trail Activity – Blue Marsh Lake MTB Skills Area



Bike TRACK Trail Activity – Blue Marsh Lake MTB Skills Area



Prize Pack Example

Blue Marsh MTB 
Skills Area Wristband 

KIP Keychain

KIP Bike Light

KIP Adventure Card

KIP Tattoo

KIP Trail TRACKer
Passport

KIP Bike TRACK 
Trails Prize 
Information

KIP TRACK Trails 
Prize Information



Prize Pack Example – Prize Information Sheets 



TRACK Trail Custom Stickers 
The stickers are mailed within the prize packs whenever an individual logs their hike online.

The stickers are then able to be placed within the Trail TRACKer Passport. 

Blue Marsh Lake staff worked with KIP staff to 
provide photo references and input for sticker design.



Prize Pack Example – Trail TRACKer Passport



Prize Pack Example – KIP Adventure Card
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