Study Buddies

Corps partners with colleges to offer students real-life experience

EAREM SWEENEY

By Stacey Freed

N 2017, KAREN SWEENEY, assistant professor of computer science at Southwest
ern Oklahoma State University (SWOSL) in Weatherford, Okla., wanted to find a
firal project for graduating seniors. As luek would have it, Sweeney received a call
[rom a park ranper looking for help on the Corps” Junior Ranger program, which
teaches children ages 6 to 12 how to becomse honorary rangers.
To engage youmgsters, Sweeney's students created an app meant to teach camping
skills, provide information about how dams work and offer basic facts about nearby
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Canton Lake.

The program wiss so successiul, the
Corps has since established partnerships
in 14 districts, including Litfle Rock, Ark.,
Laws Angeles and Buffalo, NY. All are part
of the Multi District Innwvations Team.

“College students bring positive
energy, excitement and innovative ideas
tomeetings and workshops,” said Jason
Knight, & natural resouree speeialist
with the Corps’ Tulsa District, which has
partnered with SWOSU on a variety of
projects. “Without our SWOSLU partners,
many of the solutions the (Corps) team
has produced would not be possible”
Here are highlizhis from four districts
ard their partnership progrms:

TULSA DISTRICT:
COMPUTER ACCESS

Sweeney's SWOSU students have been
imvobed in mose than a dosen projecls

“Being able to pass on our love of science and inspire a few

students to pursue that down the road is a great opportunity.

with the Corps, incuding “Bid Assist,” a
program that helps prospective contrse
tors whe wish to bid on povernment
vontmets complete the reguired applica
tion on PCs or smartphones.

The Corps partnership has become so
popular that the college has created a
second class, Desipn Practicum, which
partners with the Corps to update exist
ing apps as well as develop new ones.
Sweeney credits the Corps for helping
to prow SWOSL's computer seience
department.

“We knew from the beginning this

"

program and partnership would be
special. Students are petting to be the
innovators using the leadership, resource
and manpower of the team,” said Knight
“8So [ar, this team has created some

very pood solulions Lo a lot of common
problems we've faced for years”

LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT:
FRESH PERSPECTIVES

Al Arkansas State University, students
are helping bo assess the Corps’ six
reservoirs in the White River Basin
(WRE), which includes large parts of

SWOSH students and
Tulsa District Corps stalff
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Missouri and Arkansas. “An additional 10
inwhes of rain has fallen cach year during
the past decade in the upper WRB,” said
Jaysson Funkhouser, propram manager
for the Corps” Little Rock District. “Do we
need to change how we make releases?
We need to more closely examine the
effeets of this ™

This year, the Arkansas students will
help the Corps decide what data would
b st effective inanalycing water
control and how the informeation should
b collected. “We hope to get the needs
identified by end of summer and get the
study started later in the calendar year,”
Funkhowser said. “We anticipate that il
could take anywhere from two o three
years before the report is available for
publivation.”

The Corps has already had a suceessful
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