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As you may be aware, during the COVID-19 pandemic our Natu-
ral Resource Management Gateway Managers, NRM Technical 
Support Team, and the USACE Common Operating Picture 
(UCoP) worked to create the Operational Project Status site with-
in the Recreation Assessment to track and report COVID-19 impacts and closures.   

This site has evolved to be a standalone data reporting portal that includes ALL clo-
sures and project status changes as impacts to our projects stemming from COVID-
19 have waned. Every Tuesday and Friday morning, this data is pulled, processed, 
and sent to a UCoP Dashboard, as well as uploaded to an ArcGIS Online Portal for 
public viewing, access, and use. Updates made automatically appear on our public 
page, https://corpslakes.erdc.dren.mil/visitors/status.cfm. Many other public websites 
and portals for data sharing utilize this information for their own pages and maps, 
heightening the importance to maintain current operational status data. 

This is no longer a ñCOVID thing;ò this is the new normal. The importance of 
maintaining accurate data for this use cannot be stressed enough. Federal land man-
agement agencies are required to provide accurate and accessible geospatial data 
to improve public access with the recent passing of the MAPLands Act (PL 117-114). 
Unfortunately, our data has multiple Project Site Areas (PSAs) and Projects across 
the enterprise with statuses that have not been updated in nearly two years, includ-
ing those with closures stemming from seasonal changes, flooding, low water, and 
wildfire. This means for nearly TWO YEARS we have been inaccurately reporting 
operational statuses to the public.  

To rectify these errors and meet our requirements of the MAPLands Act, USACE 
Recreation Projects are required to log in at https://gateway.erdc.dren.mil/nrm/
opstatus/ and IMMEDIATELY update or report closures and project status changes. 
Additionally, project staff should regularly review and update statuses as needed. 
Even if the status currently listed for your PSAs is accurate, please hit the 

ñupdateò button to refresh the last entry date so that those working to dissem-
inate this data to the public know it is up to date. We are tracking 2,752 

USACE recreation areas on this site. Thatôs 2,752 opportunities 
to get it right and show the public we care about their rec-

reation experience! 
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Hot Springs, Arkansas, has a unique 
annual event, called ñThe Stueart 
Pennington World Championship 
Running of the Tubsò, that honors 
the city's history as the city that pro-
claimed, ñWe Bathe the World!" 
Both local and far away teams build 
custom bathtubs on wheels. The dif-
ferent tub designs are very creative 
and energetic. The teams push the 
customized tubs down the Historic 

Bathhouse Row while navigating fun and crazy obstacles. 
Spectators are lined along both sides of the street cheering 
on the teams. The spectators are also armed with super 
soakers to "assist" with cooling off the bathtub teams as 
they race down Bathhouse Row. Itôs no surprise why this 
event is labeled as ñthe cleanest event in town!ò 

Lake Ouachita Park Rangers competed in this fun event for 
the second year in a row with their Water Safety Patrol Tub 
Boat. The tub is modeled after both Park Ranger trucks 
and water patrol boats that are used by Rangers for their 
daily patrols. The tub ñboatò has numerous decals for pro-
moting water safety. 

The event began on Friday, June 2, 2023 at the Hill Wheat-
ly Plaza for the judging of the tubs. This is where the team 
impressed the judges with their water safety theme patrol 
boat tub and their passion for water safety. The team start-
ed by providing the judges with some of the best water 
safety giveaways. Jon Munz then conducted a mock vessel 
safety inspection with COL Klein using the new vessel 
safety inspection booklet. Jon verified that COL Klein had 
the proper vessel safety equipment on board, such as a 
lifejacket, an engine emergency shutoff switch, a fire extin-
guisher, a throwable, a sound producing device, and navi-
gation lights. The team then went around saying different 
motivational water safety slogans and concluded by shout-
ing in unison, ñLife Jackets WornéNobody Mourns,ò then 
activating their auto-inflatable life vests and blowing whis-
tles to win over the judges.  

The actual running of the tubs took place on Central Ave-
nue along the historic Bathhouse Row on Saturday, June 
3, 2023. The event started with a parade to the starting line 
near the Historic Arlington Hotel. The Rangers handed out 
water safety frisbees along the way to spectators of all ag-
es. Spectators were armed and ready to drench the tub 
runners while they raced down Bathhouse Row. The Lake 
Ouachita Park Rangers competed against the Hot Springs 
National Park tub team with a Ted Lasso theme. The race 
had three obstacles that consisted of a sponge toss, a gift 
unwrapping to give to a spectator, and an obstacle to run 
around the tub. Once an obstacle was successfully com-
pleted, the judges gave permission to move on. The Lake 
Ouachita Park Rangers were behind in the beginning but 
were able to dig in and pull ahead for the win! The second 
race was against the Austin Weirdoesô Power Rangers 

themed tub. The Power Rangers got off to a great 
start and maintained the lead across the 

finish line.  

 

 

 

2023 Stueart Pennington World Championship Running of the Tubs  

2023 Lake Ouachita Park Rangerôs Tub Team 
lineup: 
¶ Natural Resources Specialist, Joshua Tyler 
(Loofa Attendant) 

¶ VA Natural Resources Specialist, Jon Munz 
(Soap Attendant) 

¶ Natural Resources Specialist, Robbie Morphew 
(Bathmat Attendant) 

¶ Park Ranger, Asher Kight 
(Towel Attendant) 

¶ This Yearôs Special Guest: 
Vicksburg District Command-
er, COL Christopher Klein 
(Captain Tub Driver) 

The Water Safety Patrol Tub is modeled after Park 
Ranger trucks and water patrol boats used by the 
Rangers for their daily patrols. The Tub Boat has 
numerous decals for promoting water safety. 
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The awards presentation was after the race 
at Hill Wheatly Plaza. The Lake Ouachita 
Park Rangers won the ñMost Spiritedò tub 
team award for their enthusiasm for pro-
moting water safety in a fun-spirited way. 
The crowd demanded an encore, so the 
Rangers did the ñLife Jackets Worné
Nobody Mournsò chant and activated their 
life jackets to much delight by the specta-
tors! The Lake Ouachita Park Rangerôs tub 
team competed for the first time last year 
and won the same ñMost Spiritedò tub team 
award.  

The free fun family-friendly event was a 
great way to promote water safety in an 
entertaining way to a wide variety of spec-
tators. The event was also a way to pro-
mote USACE and the Park Ranger image 
to the community.  

2023 Stueart Pennington World Championship Running of the Tubs  


