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MAKING A DIFFERENCE. ..

IN
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION &

With more than 20 million aores
af military inscallations and civil
wirks Rl -il_'l_ s, the G IT[A% il

Engineers is enirmstes | wath thie

RESTORATION

COMBATING A
MaAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL
DISASTER

O Januseiy 21, 1997 -

fowr days after Operition

st Stomm bpan
American reconniissance
revealed that the! Ineogis bl
micaeed five Ginleers full of il
imta the Persian Gulf, Within
homirs, e Tregis bepran puimgs
ing il into the water, An envi
ronrmenbal disgster wis in the
mking,

When an oil spill occurs,
comtainment and cleanup
|1|:|-¢-n|1i|:_me~. prikasl b initiares] s
rapidly as possible, In the
Persian Gulf, this was nad
immediauely feasible because
of the lack of equipment and
hioastile ermvyronment |-'|.:|.r'|r'|i||.|.:
melions (o counter thie ol

recquinesch thes abiliny w0 perioch

cally determine is locarion and
di=strilbuiion and
b preject dts mra
jectory’ or movement for the
future. For a spill this size
remmiole sensing prosvicled the
onlv practical monitoring and
mapping approach, alihough
this too was complicated by
the difficulty in conducting
visual obhsepanons

The information the Corps
of Enginecrs giined from the
Alaskan oil sptll proved vsefal
The Corps was assigned to be
part of & mlti-agency. cltort to
assist the government of Saud
Apabda durine Operation Desen
atoen. Together siich the Coast
Cruaard and the Maon:
Ciceande and Atmospheric
Administration, Corps laborawo-
ries processed imaee data
ustng the Lands=at Thematic

Mapper. Conventiomal melti-

care of two-thirds of
thie Depariment of
Defense bumds
Envircnmental stewardship of
||||_"\--:' FEESCILrCEs is LIE i -I'|'\"~|'

legacy into the 2150 contury

spesciral processing wsed in

cormiepiclon with [artadele
Miaciniosbi-txsec Coanpmane
susterny paronvicled rapid, innee
sdrlive processing ol clila
wehich coled De integrated
inter a Geographic Information
Syvstesrrn, What tephciilly ook
for weeks wars redeced
s T Lhrese chifvs, Saviang nasl
cnly B, Dol silso preciois
oarts of the Persian Gulls

Irgrile eny ionneenl




Sirce T9h5, h-.'_l..;:ir:.r':ill:.,' with
the passiege of the Mol
Environmeenial Policy Act
INEPA), Congress has enacied
lepislation which has
strerarhened the Tongd
bestwicen envirommental engi
Neering anel the Cofps o
Engireers, e [Eiasge o this
lesgislanticom by resulied in the
Corps” invodvenent in many
new emvirtonmennil arexs and
has stimulated the devel o
mend of the Corps into o mual-
riclisciplinary team

This multsdisciplinary work
force, composed of soime
10 000 ity andd civilian
mvemilaers, heiy the :|'.|r||-.|1|I[.
|':!-EI.I!!-iIi|'.'_ arsid -::-|'-|i;.1_:|.|'.|:-||. | T4
gl s environmenial sew-
arcds. Towid i {8 progress,
the Corps employvs the ser-
wices of maore than 1,00
architecture, enginecring, and
corsirection firms, This diver-
sty o skills and expermise
cepsigpuely positeons the Corps
ta spssume i leading mole in
envircnmenial stewardship
i _I.-::.I il .-\.||.-I:|.'.||:||'l|||[':. ;

The Corps environmental
Ay into the 2181 century

i= Foirfoldd

Give immediate priority to
sustabned compliance with
all environmental laves
Simueltaneously continues o
restore provioausly contami
naved sites as quickly as
func= permit

Foscus efforts on polfluticn
prevention to reduce or
climinate paollu-
o at the source
Conserve and
prescrie natural
and culiural
resouroes 5o they
will be available
tor present anc
future genera-

ticns.

Tivis dliversity of
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