
ACTIVITY HAZARD ANALYSIS 
MOTORBOAT OPERATIONS TRAINING COURSE 

 
ACTIVITY POTENTIAL HAZARDS RECOMMENDED 

CONTROLS 
1. Boat Operations 
     
a.  Maneuvering Courses 
(serpentine, transition, 
obstacle avoidance) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. Docking/Alongside    
Maneuvering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Drowning 
 
 
 
 
2. Falls Overboard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Fires/Explosions 
 
 
4. Sun/Heat  
 
 
5. Dehydration 
6. Eye Fatigue 
 
7. Dust/Debris/Material in Eye 
8. Damaged/Sinking Vessel 
 
 
 
 
9. Entanglement in Lines 
 
 
 
10. 1.  Lacerations, Cuts & Abrasions 
to Skin 
 
 
 
 
11. Broken Bones, Fingers 
 
 
1.  Entanglement in Lines 
 
2. Pinch Points 
 
3. Falls  
 
 

1.  Wear personal flotation device 
(PFD). Know location and proper use 
of lifesaving devices (throw ring, 
throw bag, reach poles, cargo net, 
ladder). 
2. Wear PFD, know proper rescue 
procedures, wear proper footwear to 
maintain balance and footing. Make 
sure kill switch is operational and 
attached to operator and instructor. 
Pay close attentions to all boat 
operations during all maneuvers. 
3. Follow proper venting and starting 
procedures. Know proper fire 
suppression techniques 
4. Wear proper clothing/ hat to limit 
skin exposure. Use appropriate 
sunscreens, drink plenty of water 
5. Drink plenty of fluids 
6. Wear proper eyewear and/or 
sunglasses 
7. Wear proper eye protection  
8. Obey navigation rules and heed 
weather warnings. Get to safe harbor 
as soon as practical. Stay with the 
vessel until rescue. Wear personal 
flotation device (PFD). 
9. Keep vessel deck clear and 
properly coil and stow lines. Avoid 
pinch points and stay clear of lines 
under strain. 
10.  Inspect work area and equipment 
for hazardous conditions and correct 
before continuing work. Wear proper 
clothing and safety equipment 
(gloves, boots, hard hat). Know 
proper first aid treatment. 
11.  Keep steering wheel and throttle 
as dry as possible.  Be familiar with 
all controls. 
1. Keep vessel deck clear and 
properly coil and stow lines. 
2. Deploy boat fenders, keep hands 
and feet inside vessels 
3. Remain seated or in stationary 
position until vessels are at a stop 
 
 
 



 2. Trailering/Launching 
Boats 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Trailering Vessels  
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Launching Vessels 

1. Drive defensively. Obey traffic 
laws.  Perform and verify vehicle and 
trailer are properly connected. Verify 
trailer lights are operational. Do not 
eat, drink, smoke, use cell phones or 
perform others tasks that interfere 
with driving. 
2. Make sure boat ramp is clear of 
obstructions.  Engage four wheel 
drive when necessary. Set parking 
brake when trailer is lowered to 
proper launch depth. Lower drivers 
side window of the tow vehicle. Use 
spotter if available. Make sure spotter 
does not stand behind vehicle on 
boat ramp. Be aware of wet and 
slippery boat ramp surface from 
water, algae, etc. Be aware of tension 
and pinch points on trailer winch 
when unhooking vessel. 

 3. Classroom Work 
 
 
 

1. Eye Strain 
2. Tripping 
 
3. Electrical Shock 
 
 
4. Office Machinery 

1. Provide proper lighting 
2. Good housekeeping, secure or 
remove hazards 
3. Proper grounding and 
maintenance of equipment. Repair or 
replace damaged electrical cords. 
4. Observe caution signs on 
machinery. Prevent jewelry, loose 
clothing and hair from getting caught 
in machine. 

4. Vehicle Operations 1. Transportation 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Vehicle Enters the Water 
 

1. Drive defensively. Obey traffic 
laws.  Perform vehicle inspections 
and preventative maintenance.  Do 
not eat, drink, smoke, use cell 
phones or perform others tasks that 
interfere with driving.  
2. Stay calm, unfasten seat belt. 
Lower window to equalize water 
pressure and provide an escape 
route. If equipped, use automatic 
center punch to break window if 
necessary.  

5. Using Auto Inflatable 
PFD 
 

1. General  
 
 
 
 
 
2.PFD worn improperly or improperly 
assembled 
 
 
 
3. PFD damaged from storage 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Drowning 
 
 

1. Employees wearing the auto 
inflatable PFD must have been 
trained in the use, maintenance, 
restrictions, care, storage, inspection 
and post-deployment procedures per 
manufactures instructions. 
2. Employee shall follow 
manufacturer's instructions for 
wearing, assembling CO2 cartridge 
mechanism and pre-work inspection 
of PFD's 
3. PFD must be inspected, 
maintained, stowed and used in 
accordance with the manufacturer's 
instructions. PFD shall not be 
exposed to excessive moisture,  
crushing, extreme heat  while stored 
4. All auto inflatable PFD users shall 
have basic ability to tread water and 
must be physically able to swim while 
wearing these PFD's. Persons with 
illnesses or injuries that temporarily 
or permanently prevent them from 
being able to swim shall not use auto 
inflatable PFD's for the duration of the 
illness or injury.  All auto-inflatable 
PFD’s must de worn at all times a 
drowning hazard exists  


