
 

 

Handshake Partnership Program 
Report - FY 2008 Recipients 

 
1. Name of Corps Project/Lake:  John H Kerr Reservoir (SAW) 
 
2. Handshake Project Name: Forestry / Riparian Demonstration and Study Area 
 
3. What has been accomplished? Please provide photographs (before, during, and after): 
Please see attached document. 
 
4. Amount of Handshake funds received? $9,230 
 
5. Amount of Corps funds expended in addition to Handshake funds (labor, materials, 

contracts, etc.)? $$23,843 
 
6. Partner’s Contributions (total value of funds, goods, services, volunteer hours, etc.): 
 

Partner Name Total Value of Contributions 
1 Dowling Clan Volunteers $40,763 

2 Virginia Dept. of Forestry $2,000 

3       $      

4        $      

5       $      

6       $      

 
 
7. Handshake Program Recipient Feedback 
Please take this opportunity to provide feedback on all aspects of the Handshake Program and 
the Challenge Partnership Agreement authority. Your productive comments are important to the 
ongoing improvement of the program.  Make sure to let us know how the Handshake funds have 
benefited your efforts to initiate and/or strengthen your partnership efforts.   
 
A. Experience with Handshake Program:       
  
B. Experience with Challenge Partnership Agreement:       
 
C. Comments: The Handshake Program allows lakes to gain attention at the National level, and 
demonstrates the focus the Corps has not just on serving the public, but encouraging and 
supporting their involvement in it. 
 
D. Recommendations:        
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FOREST & RIPARIAN STUDY AREA 
John H Kerr Reservoir 

2008 Handshake Partnership Report 
 
 
 The woods at Kerr Lake are much less a mystery to kids and their parents thanks 

to the hard work of a group of dedicated volunteers, the Virginia Department of Forestry, 

and the US Army Corps of Engineers.   

 Kerr has a popular environmental education center, created in an old office 

building at the dam.  Wanting to match an outdoor educational experience with efforts at 

teaching stewardship values to the public, a four-acre stand of pines and mixed 

hardwoods located next to the center 

was identified as an ideal outdoor 

classroom. 

 The four-acre stand of pines and 

mixed hardwoods had been recently 

thinned due to pine bark beetles.  To 

create the study area, it was divided into 

quadrants, each with a different “management technique” to demonstrate.  A gravel 

pathway 12 feet wide was created to separate the quadrants and to facilitate group 

walking space.   

 Each quadrant is unique.  One area, heavy with the native orchid “Pink Lady’s 

Slipper”, was set aside as the “control”; the second area was heavily thinned and is 

used as to demonstrate regeneration after thinning; the third area was thinned and 

managed by controlled / prescribed burn every other year; the fourth area is managed 

by prescribed burn only. 

 Twenty-three volunteers from 

the “John Dowling Clan”, a family 

who has been camping at nearby 

North Bend Park for 35 years, 

performed a variety of tasks during 

the two summers, from the blazing 
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and clearing of the debris on the 

pathway, to spreading the 112 tons of 

gravel and building and installing six 

wooden benches for the area.  They also 

improved an existing trail from the forest 

area to the river below Kerr Dam.  No 

volunteer was considered too old or too 

young for a task! After safety briefings, even the tiniest Dowling was assigned “pine 

cone pick-up” from the trails! 

  The Virginia Department of Forestry assisted by providing interpretive 

guidelines and study guides for the environmental education programs.  In addition, 

they donated old soil augers, 

tree augers and a Biltmore stick 

to aid in the programs.  They 

have hosted environmental 

education programs in the 

demonstration area as part of an 

ecology competition.  Lesson 

plans range from kindergarten 

through high school and cover a 

range of topics from soil types, 

tree aging, insects, fungi, wildlife, 

and habitat diversity.  

 

The Handshake Challenge funds 

purchased the crusher run gravel, 

the interpretive signs, and the 

materials and supplies for the 

wooden benches, built by the 

volunteers. 
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 The staff at Kerr continues to work 

with local schools and the community 

college to attract students to work 

outdoors, to appreciate the Corps 

mission, and to make natural resources 

stewardship part of our national heritage.  

  
 

 

    

Interpretive sign displayed at the 
entrance to the “Forest Study 
Demonstration Area” at Kerr Lake. 
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Interpretive signs at the trail entrance help to describe the area and the benefits of good 
forest management, such as prescribed burns. 

 

The “controlled burn” 
interpretive sign is set at the 
junction between the 
quadrants.  Benches provide 
students and teachers 
opportunities to rest, converse, 
and take notes. 
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A newspaper article that appeared in the Dowling family’s hometown newspaper in 
Thurmont, Maryland demonstrates the pride with which the volunteers work. 

 

Submitted by Sherrill C. Storm 
28 September 2012 
John H Kerr Reservoir, Wilmington District 
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