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Chief looks forward to
new year, millennium

During the holidays, people lock back and reflect
on the lessons of the previous year. But this should
be a time to look forward as well! Although the next
century and next millennium don’t really start until
2001, we will all celebrate the turning point when
1999 rolls over to 2000. So this is a good time to look
to the future.

The Corps is changing and growing, and we're more
ready than ever to meet the challenges of a new mil-
lennium. Response 2000 received its first real-world
tests this year and came through with flying colors.
During Hurricane Georges the Corps provided ice,
water, roofing, debris removal, and emergency power
throughout Puerto Rico. During Hurricane Floyd,
we assisted in damage surveys, controlled floodwa-
ters with our reservoirs, supplied emergency ice and
water and temporary housing, and managed sand-
bagging operations. The Corps also provided vital
damage survey and clean-up work in Oklahoma af-
ter the tornado in May.

New concepts like Divisions as Business Centers
and One Door to the Corps ensure that outside agen-
cies will continued to consider us the “Engineer Team
of Choice.” This past year, other agencies have sought
our expertise in growing numbers. To name just a
few, Jacksonville District was an important part of
the effort to write the Central and South Florida Com-
prehensive Review Study which will restore the
Florida Everglades. The U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development requested Transatlantic Pro-
grams Center’s help to repair damage after the ter-
rorist bombing of the American embassy in Nairobi.
After a gas pipeline explosion in St. Cloud, Minn.,
the Minnesota Department of Safety turned to St.
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Season’s gr

By Lt. Col. Tim Carlson
Chaplain, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

This time of year holds a lot of memories for me.

Not every member of the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers has had the privilege of spending five win-
ters in the interior of Alaska that our family has
had. There are dancing northern lights. The airis
so cold and dry that a hot cup of coffee, thrown into
the air, instantaneously crystallizes and joins with
the frigid vapor. In Alaska, it is a season so incred-
ibly brisk that life seems frozen in time.

In contrast, 29 years ago I spent December in
Zaire, Africa. What an adjustment to have a season
of ‘winter’ with no snow, no shorter days, and no
seasonal hint of the ending of the year!

So what pops into your mind at this time of the
year? Does the sound of sleigh bells, the pealing of
beautiful music, the nearness of a new millennium,
the laughter of children, the thoughts of a new cal-
endar, or a trip to a near relative fill your mind?

Certainly there is a special “feel” to this time of
year. Maybe it stems from the anticipation of a year
ending and another beginning, or the relative quiet

Paul District for technical expertise. When a ski-
equipped C-130 fell into a crevasse in the Antarectic,
the National Science Foundation called on the Cold
Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory to find
crevasse-free taxiways and work areas to free the
aircraft.

Our first and most important mission of support-
ing the Army also continues to flourish. From re-
placing flood-damaged buildings in Korea, to build-
ing SEAhuts in Kosovo, to managing a quarter-bil-
lion dollars in projects at Fort Benning, Ga., the
Corps is making a difference in the Army. Atbases
throughout the world, soldiers and airmen and their
families have brand-new or renovated homes, bar-
racks, schools, and other quality-of-life facilities. And
innovations like the Installation Support Forward
program, re-engineering Military Programs, the The-
ater Construction Management System, and tele-en-
gineering will ensure that the Corps is firmly em-
bedded in the Army and that we will continue to carry
out our most important mission.

But what gives me the most faith in our future is
our people. There has been no shortage of Corps vol-
unteers to serve in austere conditions in Kosovo and
Albania. Pm never prouder than when I hear people
like Clint Anuszewski from Baltimore District say,
“We at USACE believe in a totally integrated Army,
with soldiers and civilians working side-by-side. As
civilians, we're looking to fitin and be in the trenches
with the Army. T'll move out of the tent when the
soldiers are out of tents.” After the tornado in Okla-
homa, Corps workers collected personal items they
found and took steps to return them to their owners.
Corps people like Mike Rosales and Matt Burg in

that winter brings, or the feeling of life waiting and
resting. Whatever it is, an aura of cosmic celebra-
tion, a sense of wonder about the universe, and an
invitation to peace for the world always seem to be
part of this special season.

It’s almost as if this entire period of the moon'’s
revolution was intended to be a silent, holy period.
There is a sort of artesian force compelling us to par-
ticipate in something much bigger than all of us com-
bined. You can hear echoes of it in our greetings to
one another during this season as we extend “Happy
Holidays” to strangers and friends.

The Corps of Engineers is eclectic, cosmopolitan,
and inclusive. Perhaps, for you, the greeting “Happy
Kwanzaa,” with its seven-day celebration of family
and culture, is preferred. Perhaps for another
“Happy Chanukah,” with its eight-day remembrance
of an ancient miracle in the Second Temple in Jerusa-
lem, is the phrase of choice. Indeed, a convergence
of holiday remembrances, from many cultures, pin-
points this time of the year as unique and special.

From my own tradition and journey of faith, I like
to recall the words of the prophet Isaiah. In 700 BC
he prophesied, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a
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Little Rock District unhesitatingly risked their lives
to rescue a mother and her baby from a flaming
wreck. John Lindermann of the Transatlantic Pro-
grams Center is helping build a fissile storage facil-
ity in Russia. He and other folks from TAC have
joined with people from Bechtel National Inc. to sup-
port a Russian orphanage near the project site. With
people like these in the Corps of Engineers, I know
our future is in good hands.

I am proud of the Corps of Engineers and how far
we have come during my time as Chief of Engineers.
Ilook forward with anticipation (and no fear at all)
to the challenges of the New Year, and the new cen-
tury, and the new millennium,

The Corps family wishes you a safe and joyous holi-
day season, and a happy, exciting New Year.

JOE N. BALLARD
Lieutenant General, USA
Commanding

many forms

Son is given, and the government shall be upon His
shoulders and His name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father,
the Prince of Peace!”

Yes, we are a diverse, varied nation. When some-
one asked President Lincoln what he thought of the
many denominations of Protestantism in America
he replied, “I think it is good. It shows the breadth
of God and the span of His love and grace to all of
us.” I suspect Lincoln would say something equally
magnanimous about the many traditions stemming
from the various religions our nation now contains.

As for me, I donotice the various greetings of the
season. I appreciate the cultures and the heritages
from which they derived. But, the address that still
welcomes me into the spirit of this season and in-
vites me to revel in its wonder is the familiar and
poignant extension of goodwill contained in the words
of “Merry Christmas!”

(The views expressed in this article are those of
the author and do not reflect the official policy or
position of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
Department of the Army, the Department of De-
fense, or the U.S. government.)
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Director reassigned

Dr. Michael O’Connor, Director of the Construc-
tion Engineering Research Laboratory (CERL) was
reassigned to direct the Geotechnical Laboratory in
Vicksburg, Miss. There he will manage a staff of
135 and an annual research program of more than
$20 million. The Geotechnical Laboratory conducts
research in soil mechanics, engineering geology and
rock mechanics, military pavéments, earthquake
engineering, geophysics, and vehicle mobility.
O’Connor will oversee research in three divisions and
various special facilities, including the Centrifuge
Research Center with the world’s most powerful cen-
trifuge.

Corps workshop

The 14" annual Black Engineer of the Year Awards
Conference will be held Feb. 18-19 in Baltimore. For
the past four years, Corps Headquarters has hosted
a USACE Workshop for Corps employees as a pre-
conference activity. The workshop is a forum to ad-
dress issues facing Corps employees, and an oppor-
tunity for attendees to talk with the Corps’ senior
leadership.

William Brown, Principal Assistant for Military
Programs, will chair the USACE Workshop and lun-
cheon on Feb. 17. It is scheduled from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Baltimore Convention Center. The theme
1s “Preparing for the Next Millennium,” and the key-
note speaker is Lt. Gen. Joe Ballard, Chief of Engi-
neers.

The registration fee for the workshop and luncheon
is $45, which can be paid by money order or cash-
iers’ check made out to the USACE Black Engineer
of the Year Conference Workshop. (Do not include
this fee with your registration for the Black Engi-
neer of the Year Awards Conference.) Deadline for
workshop registrationis Jan. 10.

For more information about the workshop and reg-
istration, visit the intranet website at http:/
corpsinfo.usace.army.mil.

Prime Power training

From Oct. 13 to Nov. 13, A Company of the 249%
Engineer Battalion (Prime Power) conducted genera-
tor and circuit breaker maintenance, ground grid
installation, infrared surveys, and overhead distri-
bution system installation in Korea. They were sup-
porting the Foal Eagle Exercise, and training for
their peacetime mission of supporting natural disas-
ter recovery.

A Company has two platoons at Fort Lewis, Wash.;
a third platoon at Scholfield Barracks, Hawaii; and
a fourth at Camp Humpherys, Korea. This is the
first time three of the four have all come to Korea for
training. The cost of a contractor doing this work is
four to six times more than bringing Prime Power
soldiers to Korea for the same job.

“FED provided resources they needed to get set up,”
said Ken Pickler of the Logistics Management Of-

fice. LMO provided office space, vehicles, and trans-

portation needs; the Information Management Of-
fice provided computer log-on capability.

Special Missions Office

The Special Missions Office (SMO) officially opened
its doors at Fort Belvoir, Va., on Nov. 10. The SMO
combines two Corps operations, the Power Reliabil-
ity Enhancement Program (PREP) and the Technol-
ogy Review and Modernization Team (TRAMO) into
one operation.

Before the move into renovated offices, PREP had
been co-located with the Corps’ Center for Public
Works at Fort Belvoir, while TRAMO had been in
Corps’ Headquarters.

Around the Corps

During the ribbon-cutting, Maj. Gen. Milton
Hunter, Deputy Commanding General for Military
Programs, said the reorganization joined “two great
organizations into one greater organization.”

The SMQ is small, with only 20 employees, but its
mission impacts a lot of people in the Army. The
PREP arm studies organizations and buildings to
check their survivability and reliability of electric
power and utility infrastructure within a total threat
context. TRAMO manages the Corps’ classified con-
struction. PREP has been providing electrical sup-
port since 1981. TRAMO also has existed within the
Military Programs Directorate for a number of years.

Army Engineer Memorial Award

The Army Engineer Officers Wives Club (AEOWC)
of Washington, D.C., announces the availability of
Army Engineer Memorial Awards (AEMA) for quali-
fying high school seniors. To qualify for an award,
an applicant’s parent must be a U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers officer presently on active duty, or a Corps
officer who died on active duty, or a deceased retired
Corps officer. The awards, establishedin 1973 asa
memorial to engineer officers killed in Vietnam, are
given annually to honor all engineer officers who died
in the line of duty.

The award is based on academic and extracurricu-
lar achievement in high school, and it must be ap-
plied toward tuition or scholastic expenses at a col-
lege, university, technical or vocational school. Dead-
line for application is March 1.

For further information, contact the AEMA Trea-
surer of the AEOWC, Marge Williams, 20931 Lock
Court, Sterling, Va. 20165-2531. The fax numberis
(703) 430-2896.

Scientists honored

Louis Fatale and Dr. Paul Krause of the Topo-
graphic Engineering Center (TEC), and Danny
Champion of the Training and Doctrine Command
Analysis Center-White Sands Missile Range (TRAC/
WSMR) received the 1999 Department of the Army
Dr. Wilbur B. Payne Memorial Award for Excellence
in Analysis by a group. This award, presented an-
nually by the Deputy Under Secretary of the Army
(Operations Research), recognizes technical achieve-
ment for Department of the Army Operations Re-
search/Systems Analysis work.

The TEC/TRAC-WSMR study team received the
award Oct. 19 at the 38" Army Operations Research
Symposium at Fort Lee, Va. They were honored for
“The Effects of Vegetation on LOS for Dismounted
Infantry.”

Line of sight (1.OS) is an essential part of under-
standing the battlefield. In August 1997, the Army
Modeling and Simulation Office funded TEC/
TRAC-WSMR to conduct the study to provide a bet-
ter understanding of LOS in vegetated areas and
enable a more accurate depiction of dismounted in-
fantry engagement in combat simulations.

Alabama Conservationist of Year

Alabama Governor Don Siegelman recently gave
biologist Glen Coffee the 1999 Wildlife Conservation-
ist of the Year award for his environmental efforts.
Coffee, lead biologist on Mobile District’s Environ-
mental Quality and Habitat Restoration Team, re-
ceived the award July 23 in Montgomery, Ala., for
his contributions to the Tennessee-Tombigbee Wild-
life Mitigation Project.

Coffee has been involved in all aspects of the miti-
gation, including public meetings, identifying willing
landowners, evaluating wildlife habitat suitability,
purchase negotiations, area development, and fund-
ing for development, operations, and maintenance.

“I consider the award recognition of the good work

December 1999 ENGINEER UPDATE 1 5

we've all done,” Coffee said. “I think this honor is
particularly significant since no such recognition has
been bestowed on our district before. The fact that
the nomination was made by our friends and part-
ners in the Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources shows how far our agency has
progressed in the environmental arena.”

Antarctic expedition

Two Corps researchers are part of the 11-person
team that will traverse the South Pole during the
International Trans-Antarctic Scientific Expedition
(ITASE). The four-year research program, funded
by the National Science Foundation, encompasses
seven research projects. Two projects are from the
Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory
(CRREL) — Snow and Firn Microstructure, and
Radar Profiling. (Firn is snow compacted to ice.)

During the Antarctic summer, from October to
January, the ITASE team will collect ice cores ta study
Man’s effect on climate during the industrial era.

Dr. Steve Arcone, a geophysicist, and Dr. Norbert
Yankielun, an electronic engineer, both with CRREL,
will provide technical expertise and high-resolution
radar that allows the group to detect and avoid dan-
gerous crevasses.

Safe Performance Award

Daeho Corp. received the Chief of Engineers’ 1998
Contractor Safe Performance Award for excellent
safety performance on a cold storage project at Pusan,
Korea. The project required the contractor to build a
20,000-square-foot addition to the existing cold stor-
age plant, and replace the outdated ammonia cooling
system with a new refrigerant system. A supplemen-
tal agreement was awarded to repair the elevated water
storage tank. Besides outstanding safety compliance
in all phases of construction, the award commended
Daeho in the high-risk areas of ammonia removal,
fall protection, and confined space operation.

Technology Leadership Award

A team from the Engineering and Support Center,
Huntsville, has earned the Government Technology
Leadership Award for developing a cost-efficient
method for investigating unexploded ordnance (UXO).
Thirteen government and contractor support employ-
ees joined to develop “Meandering Path Geophysical
Investigations” which cuts costs, increases efficiency,
and improves public safety during UXO cleanup on
public and private lands.

The team used recent advances in global position-
ing system technology to let investigative crews me-
ander randomly through a site instead of mapping
grids at pre-determined locations. The Huntsville
Center team documented cost savings of about
$256,000 at four field demonstration sites, and sav-
ings of $3.5 million annually.

Air Force awards

Far East District (FED) was elated when the Pa-
cific Air Force Command announced its Design and
Design & Construction Agent Awards in October.
Thomas J. Davis/Jung-I1 (TJD), one of FED’s archi-
tect-engineer firms, received the Design Excellence
Award. Fred Davis, Assistant Chief of Construction
Division and Acting Resident Engineer for the Cen-

tral Resident Office (CRO) received the award for Ci-

vilian Project Manager of the Year in Construction.
TJD has done design work for FED for 25 years.
They were recognized for designing a visiting quar-
ters project at Osan Air Base.
“The team is what makes it happen,” said Davis,
crediting the CRO team for his receiving the award.
“I lead like the coach of a team.”






