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Insights

Giving thanks in the midst of disaster

By Lt. Col. Tim Carlson
Chaplain, U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers

Not long ago, in the aftermath of

Hurricane Floyd, I overhead a col-

league say, “More business for the
Corps!” One could easily say, “How cal-
lous, opportunistic, and unfeeling!”
However, that wasn’t the intent of his
comment, and there’s much more to it
than meets the ear.

From ground-level in North Caro-
lina, the sight of bloated, drowned live-
stock must have been most saddening
to the area’s farmers. The silt and
mud which layered the homes must
have been annoying and most intru-
sive. The persons who literally lost it
all were surely devastated beyond
words.

The misfortune of others creates a
need for outside support. Part of our
organizational mission is to go and do
what we can to clean up, restore order,
and help people return to a measure of
normal living.

But that mission implies far more
than the words say. There are impor-
tant lessons we can learn in the after-
math of disaster. Strangely enough,

Commentary

many of them relate to giving thanks.

During the last few months we have
seen much calamity in our world. The
earthquakes in Turkey, Greece, Tai-
wan, and Mexico; the flooding on our
eastern shores; the war in Russia; and
the fires on the West Coast are only a
sampling of these global trials. While
we may not have been directly affected,
many on our planet were. They have
faced these ordeals and been profoundly
impacted, in life or death.

Who is able to assist in many of these
global crises? The Corps of Engineers
is able. Whether it is a water and ice
mission, a clean-up mission, a river
analysis and flood control effort, a res-
cue effort, or you-name-it, we are often
capable of being there and helping.
Seen from the aspect of the ability to
support, “More business for the Corps”
really means more rescues from the
Corps. The emblem of the Engineer
Castle on a hard-hat may be as sooth-
ing to a victim of a flood as any other
image he could see.

Time and again, Corps people who
work during disasters say that help-
ing people is what the mission is re-
ally all about. And they say that just
one person saying, “Thanks for help-

Hurricane showed
what’s important

By Christina Plunkett
Jacksonville District

When Hurricane Floyd took over my
life for several days in mid-September,
it reawakened my awareness of what’s
important.

The media urged Jacksonville resi-
dents near the beaches to evacuate.
Although I'm a westsider, I began ques-
tioning what I would take if I didhave
to evacuate. What I thought would be
a weary matter of gathering up survival
essentials and important “valuables”
became an examination of my values.

My thoughts first went to my pioneer
forefathers, who didn’t need microwave
ovens, cable TV, or electric blankets to
survive. It’s certainly scary when our
existence is reduced to what canfitina
minivan and we're subjected to bedding-
down in a high school that’s been con-
verted to a makeshift evacuation shel-
ter. But how can we complain when
this type of “roughing it” is far better

than everyday life a 100 years ago?
All the junk I've collected became
painfully obvious (to my aching back)
as I prepared for the worst. I gathered
yard “art” (concrete statues, wooden
birdhouses, and ceramic planters) and
thought about all the stuff I've accu-
mulated during the years, questioning
their purpose. I dragged back-porch fur-
niture covered in dust to the garage and
wondered why I rarely take the time to
sit in them and enjoy nature. I taped
and boarded windows and lamented
about how I would feel if I lost my
Nana’s antiques, or my Dreamsicle col-
lection, or the needlepoint and ceramic
decorations I've spent a lifetime creat-
ing, or my bed, my clothes, my home.
T've never seen myself as materialis-
tic. I wasn’t raised that way. I'm proud
that my parents, who could afford to
move into a more spacious house or a
better neighborhood, have lived in the
same house all their married lives (50
years). I enjoy reading instead of watch-

ingus” makes all the effort worthwhile.

Some years ago I had a discussion
with someone about a verse of Holy
Scripture which states, in one trans-
lation, “In everything give thanks.”
That’s a tough directive. To see the
spot where one’s home stood, or the
barn where one’s livestock lived, and
know that one will never see these
possessions again is difficult. Itis a
grief, a sadness, and a loss.

The person I was talking to had a
little different perspective on the verse.
He said, “I think it really means, ‘For
everything give thanks’.” That was a
stretch too far for my thinking just
then but, having been with the Corps
of Engineers for awhile, I think I un-
derstand now. I can imagine receiv-
ing some bottled water and ice, or some
blue plastic sheeting to replace the
blown-away roof of my home, and say-
ing, “Thank you, Corps of Engineers!”

That’s the full meaning behind my
colleague’s statement, “More business

ing TV, baking my own bread and cook-
ies and hanging my clothes out to dry
in the sunshine.

Still, I was panic-stricken at the
thought of loosing my possessions. Then
it dawned on me that it wasn’t the
things I was clinging to, but the memo-
ries they represent.

That’s what natural disasters
destroy...memories and dreams.

Like the surreal images in a Salva-
dor Dali painting, the media captured
Floyd’s flooding in the Carolinas. Float-
ing livestock and the roofs of submerged
cars and houses dotted a never-ending
sea that used to be farmland and neigh-
borhoods. Sitting in a rowboat, rowing
over what used to be his farm, a Caro-
lina farmer who raised pigs for a living
talked about how Floyd had not only
taken his worldly goods but his dream
as well. I watched these images in
numbed horror, reminding myself that
it could have been me, if Hurricane
Floyd had hit Florida broadside.

for the Corps!” He has seen our team
perform after disasters for more than
30 years. He knows the Corps’s abil-
ity to respond, and he knows how much
that aid is appreciated by those who
receive it.

I think that is the meaning of “In
everything give thanks!”

There is a larger lesson in all this.
This time of year has a history of giv-
ing thanks, and I invite us to take a
lesson from those who are grateful for
the Corps’ help. May we acknowledge
the reservoirs of grace that daily lace
our lives with health, resources, and
well-being. To acknowledge both the
gift and the giver makes giving thanks
as normal as breathing.

(The views expressed in this article
are those of the author and do not re-
flect the official policy or position of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
Department of the Army, the Depart-
ment of Defense, or the U.S. Govern-
ment.)

I supposeit’s time to heed that inner
voice calling me to slow down and sperd
more quiet-time and family-time. I
can’t help but notice that today’s self-
help book craze has evolved from find-
ing/accepting yourself to saying no;
from accounts on how to get ahead and
accomplish more to getting back to a
simpler way of life.

Maybe Hurricane Floyd tested more
than our preparedness for a disaster.
Maybe it got us thinking about what’s
really important — family, friends,
memories, and toilet paper. It wouldn't

" hurt to take time to mentally “evacu-

ate” from time-to-time to appreciate life,
and to think about what you really need
to feel content, safe, and happy.

(The views expressed in this article
are those of the author and do not re-
flect the official policy or position of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
Department of the Army, the Depart-
ment of Defense, or the U.S. Govern-
ment.)
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General officer news

Brig. Gen. Stephen Rhoades took command of
North Atlantic Division during a ceremony at Fort
Hamilton, N.Y., on Aug. 3. Rhoades arrived from
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., to take command from Maj.
Gen. Jerry Sinn, who commanded NAD for the past
two years.

Brig. Gen. Robert Griffin took command of Great
Lakes and Ohio River Division on Aug. 5. Col. James
Hougnon passed command to Griffin; Hougnon com-
manded the division since July 8 after Brig. Gen.
Hans Van Winkle became Director of Civil Works at
Headquarters. Griffin was previously Commander
and Division Engineer of Northwestern Division.

SES news

Wilbert Berrios was selected as the Deputy Chief
of Staff for Corporate Information at Headquarters.
Berrios is currently the Director of Information Man-
agement for the U.S. Army Materiel Command. His
reporting date is to be determined.

Linda Gavin was selected as the Deputy Chief of
Staff for Real Estate. She is currently the Chief of
Real Estate and Facilities Engineering with the De-
fense Information Systems Agency. Her reporting
date is to be determined.

Poplar Island

The rebuilding of Poplar Island in the Chesapeake
Bayis moving ahead. The first portion of the project,
640 acres of containment dike, is about 80 percent
complete, and construction on the remaining 470
acres of diking is scheduled to begin next March.

After the diking construction, up to two million
cubic yards of dredged material annually will be
placed behind the diking to restore the island to its
1847 size of about 1,110 acres. The rebuilt island
will be a valuable habitat and nesting area for wild-
life in the upper Chesapeake Bay.

Panama Canal Commission

Five members of the Panama Canal Commission’s
Capacity Projects Office visited Los Angeles District
Sept. 27-28. They were interested in technical project
briefings and tours. District personnel conducted
tours and briefings of Seven Oaks Dam and the Santa
Ana River Mainstem, with a stop on Sept. 27 at the
Orange County Water District. On Sept. 28 the group
received project briefings focusing on the technical
and environmental aspects of Tropicana/Flamingo,
Rio Salado, and San Juan Creek. They also toured
the Los Angeles County Drainage Area, and Los An-
geles Harbor projects.

Soldier housihg

New England District NED), at the request of the
U.S. Army Soldier and Biological Chemical Com-
mand at the Soldier Systems Center in Natick,
Mass., found housing for displaced soldiers while their
quarters are renovated. :

The soldiers were in quarters built in 1954 and
1978 that were inadequate and do not meet the
Army’s current “One Plus One” standards. Natick
Labs needed temporary housing for 32 soldiers dur-
. Ingthe rehabilitation. Renovations will include re-

P}acing heating, ventilating, electrical switchgear,

: vinyl asbestos floor tile, ceilings, and lighting. The
i Project could take 12 to 24 months to complete.
l Natick Labs asked for NED to find housing for the
i soldiers until renovations are complete. Real Estate
x Division found housing for 20 soldiers at Hanscom
. Air Force Base, the only military installation in the
| area.

But Hanscom could not accommodate the remain-
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ing soldiers, so Real Estate Division had to find non-
government lodging. They sent a request for propos-
als to more than 60 hotels, motels, and apartment
buildings to lease at least four and up to 12 furnished
bedrooms. The lease terms would be for 12 months
with an option to extend from one to eight months.
The Inn at Framingham, Mass., signed a lease on
Aug. 10. The lease term began Sept. 1.

Eagle Vision li

The National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) for-
mally turned over operation of Eagle Vision II, the

world’s first mobile ground station that can receive

high-resolution commercial satellite imagry, to the
Army during a ceremony on Oct. 18 at the Topo-
graphic Engineering Center (TEC).

Eagle Vision II is a self-contained imagery down-
link and processing station that will give military
commanders direct access to multiple commercial
imaging satellites. It introduces new capabilities in
data timeliness, availability, and accuracy. The sys-
tem can be loaded onto C-130 or C-141 transport air-
craft without special loading equipment for fast de-
ployment.

Eagle Vision II was procured by the NRO with ac-
quisition support from the Army Space Program Of-
fice and deployment support from TEC.

Korean War Memorial

The Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C., returned to full operation in September
after two years of modifications and enhancements
by Baltimore District. Portions of the memorial were
closed as workers rebuilt the tree grove and improved
operation of the Pool of Remembrance. They also

installed a new fiber optic lighting system. The im-

provements cost about $2.5 million.

“Shortly after the memorial was completed in July
1995, we identified lighting, landscaping, paving
stone settlement, and proper operation of the Pool of
Remembrance as the issues that required attention,”
said Jon Sadler, project manager. “We’re confident
these improvements will fix those features.”

Intelligence -award

Lt. Gen. Patrick Hughes, Director of the Defense
Intelligence Agency (DIA), presented Defense Intelli-
gence Director's Awards tothree Mobile District team
members and one former employee on July 7 at
Redstone Arsenal, Ala. The award is the highest
presented to civilians outside the DIA. Tom Clinton,
project manager; Aleta Greenspan, interior design;
Paul Carr, project engineer; and Steve Arendale,
former Redstone Arsenal Resident Engineer, received
the awards.

The awards were for performance during design
and construction of the Missile and Space Intelligence
Center at Redstone Arsenal. Mobile District also re-
ceived an overall award for superior efforts to deliver
the 200,000-square-foot facility, the new home of the
Missile and Space Intelligence Center for the DIA.
The center produces scientific and technical intelli-
gence analyses on foreign missiles, missile defense
systems, beam weapons, space programs and sys-
tems, and command, control, communications, and
computer systems.

Barracks design

Baltimore District is designing a modern 288-room
barracks with a soldier community building for Fort
Meade, Md. Inthe FY00 Military Construction Ap-
propriations Act, Fort Meade officials received $18
million to build the first phase of the installation’s
barracks renewal project.

The new barracks will house junior enlisted and

November 1999 ENGINEER UPDATE 1 5

unaccompanied personnel, and replace existing bar-
racks built in the 1950s. Other district in-house
design efforts for Fort Meade include a $1.3 million
field operations building for the Criminal Investi-
gation Division Command, and a $4.5 million mili-
tary entrance processing station for Recruiting Com-
mand.

Historian honored

Lake Superior Magazine awarded Patrick Labadie,
Director of the Corps’ Lake Superior Maritime Visi-
tors Center, their 1999 Achievement Award. The
award is given to a community, organization, or
people who have made a lasting contribution to Lake
Superior. Labadie has directed the museum since it
was builtin 1973. He also helped organize the 500-
member Lake Superior Marine Museum Association,
and has worked as a consultant for a number of state,
national, and private organizations.

Sharing technology

Baltimore District has twice participated in the
Department of Commerce Special American Business
Internship Training Program (SABIT).

Corps personnel from the Washington Aqueduct
recently briefed water resource professionals from the
Ukraine and former Soviet Union on the Corps’
method of water and wastewater treatment. The
briefings included a tour of the Dalecarlia Water
Treatment Plant.

-Earlier this summer, Robyn Colosimo, Planning
Division, talked to another group about environmen-
tal planning for water supply.

SABIT allows participants to gain a fundamental
understanding of the environmental technologies and
applications at work in the U.S. Participants use
this information to help address needed repairs in
their countries.

Crew expedition

Five crewmembers of the dredge McFarland chal-
lenged the North Maine woods again this year dur-
ing their annual six-day canoe trip. The group ex-
plored the Champlain Lake region of the Allagash
Wilderness Waterway by canoe and on foot. Days
and nights were clear and the swimming was per-
fect. This year’s sightings included moose, eagles,
river otter, whitetail deer, loons, bullfrogs, and a black
bear. They also enjoyed a magnificent display of the
Northern Lights.

Medical research lab

The new Inouye Laboratory at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center was officially dedicated in October.
The 474,000-square-foot lab, located at Walter Reed’s
Forest Glen Annex, was named for Sen. Daniel Inouye
of Hawaii, a World War II hero and member of the
Senate Appropriations Committee. It will house the
Army’s Institute of Research and the Naval Medical
Research Center.

Baltimore District started design of the $147.3
million project in 1991. Sitework beganin 1994 and
building construction in 1996. Final completion,
including the turnover of administrative require-
ments, is scheduled for Dec. 31.

Lab personnel will conduct research in five ma-
jor areas — infectious diseases, combat casualty
care, operational medicine, chemical defense, and
biological defense. Researchers and staff from more
than 20 Army and Navy facilities scattered
throughout Washington, D.C. and southern Mary-
land are moving to the new facility. The first occu-
pants arrived in March, and about 450 people are
now in place. All 950 employees should be in place
by January.






