






































Taiwan earthquake

A field reconnaissance team from the Research
and Development Center went to Taiwan Sept. 25
to Oct. 4 to study the Taiwan earthquake. The team
was composed of earthquake engineering experts
from the Geotechnical, Structures, and Construction
Engineering Research Laboratories.

They gathered information on how dams, naviga-
tion and port facilities, and other structures reacted
to the earthquake. This data will be used to design
structures which are more earthquake resistant.

The research team was led by Dr. Mary Ellen
Hynes. Other team members were Dr. Richard Olsen,
geotechnical engineer; Dr. Ellis Krinitzsky, senior re-
search seismologist; Dr. Mostafiz Chowdhury, research
structural engineer, and Dr. Ghassam Al-Chaar, re-
search structural engineer.

Korea contracts

In August 1998, torrential rains hit Korea, flooding
several U.S. military installations. Amongthe hard-
est-hit were Camps, Casey, Hovey, and Red Cloud
north of Seoul. In the past year, Far East District
has designed and awarded contracts which are part
of the recovery supplemental appropriation Congress
passed after the flooding.

On Sept. 16, the last of the flood recovery MCA con-
struction contracts were awarded.- The recovery pro-
gram includes barracks, four administrative facilities,
a community service center, a battalion dispensary,
three director of public of public works shops, a divi-
sion school, two education centers, three libraries, and
two fire stations. Work on many contracts are ongo-
ing and all work is expected to be completed in 2001.

Inmate workers

Recently12 inmates with bush-axes, rakes, and
pitchforks began clearing overgrown brush from the
tailrace at Falls Lake in Wilmington District. Tom
Freeman, park manager, estimated that contracting
out the work would cost about $4,000. The crew from
the North Carolina Department of Corrections, work-
ing under North Carolina’s Community Work Pro-
gram, cost the Corps nothing.

The Falls Lake Tailrace is the most popular site at
the falls, receiving about 225,000 visitors last year.
Recent visitors said they were pleased to see the in-
mates giving back to the community and
complimented the success of the clean-up.

Partnership

Seven South Carolina State University (SCSU) stu-
dents worked in Charleston District this summer in
a partnership between SCSU and the Corps. Last
March District Engineer Lt. Col. Robert Rowlette and
SCSU President Leroy Davis signed the memoran-
dum of agreement (MOA) and a cooperative education
agreement (CEA).

The MOA established a summer hire program that
offers jobs for SCSU students from May through Au-
gust. The CEA, which starts this fall, will give SCSU
students at least two positions for the 1999-2000 school
year. Besides offering positions to students, Corps
members will teach seminars and classes at SCSU.

SCSU is a historically black university in
Orangeburg S.C. It has about 5,000 students and
ranks fifth in producing black students with degrees
in mathematics and the sciences.

No lie!

Savannah District completed construction on the
Department of Defense Polygraph Institute (DoDPT)
under budget, and brought the project in more than
amonth ahead of schedule. The dedication and rib-
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bon-cutting for the new facility took place at Fort Jack-
son, S.C., on July 14.

“The design and construction of this facility was a
high priority since the beneficial occupancy date could
not be delayed,” said Lt. Col. David Bender, Deputy
District Commander. “Relocation of the training in-
stitute from Fort McClellan, Ala., meant any delay
would be a major impact to the soldiers and civilians
assigned to the school.” Fort McClellan closed Sept.
30 due to a Base Realignment and Closure decision.

DoDPI familiarizes criminal investigators with poly-
graph (lie detector) methodology. Each year it trains
more than 600 federal employees from 22 agencies
and all branches of the military. This facility is the
last BRAC project to be built at Fort Jackson. The
10,282-square-foot, two-story building contains class-
rooms, training and research suites, support opera-
tions spaces, offices, and a library.

Governor’s award

-Elaine Johnson, Chief of Albuquerque District’s
Construction Contracts Section, recently received New
Mexico’s Annual Governor’s Award for Outstanding
New Mexico Women. Johnson was one of only 30
women chosen for the award. Winners are selected
based on community involvement, leadership in their
profession, and implementation of positive change.

Johnson’s community service includes being a choir
parent and co-manager of the Albuquerque Boys Choir,
volunteer activities for the Scouts, judging science fairs
at area schools, volunteer work for Inez Science and
Technology Magnet School, belonging to the district’s
Federal Women’s Program, chairing the Women on
the Move committee, and teaching Sunday School.

Correction

Ben Borda is incorrectly identified as Mike Borda
on page 15 of the July Engineer Update.

Army Knowledge Online

In a few months, authorized users will be a mouse-
click away from the Army’s internal website. When
established, Army Knowledge Online (AKO), the
Army’s Intranet, will give active-duty and reserve
soldiers, Department of the Army civilians, retirees,
and other authorized users a secure, computer-accessed
ability to communicate worldwide, and access to a
storehouse of information, according to AKO Program
Manager Maj. Charles Wells.

Currently undergoing testing, AKO was developed
by the Army’s Strategic and Advanced Computing
Center in the Pentagon. The vast majority of AKO
content, said Wells, is servicemember-specific, linked
to worldwide Army command webpages. Authorized
users will be able to log-on and electronically “surf”
for information, such as quality-of-life at future duty
stations to include local attractions, cost-of living and
schools. It will also contain a plethora of other infor-
mation including weather, travel, service news, and a
combination address/phone book/yellow pages direc-
tory for soldiers and other authorized users. (From
the Army News Service.)

Visitor center opens

After years of planning and development, the Will-
iam B. Hoyt II Visitor Center at Mount Morris Dam
opened on June 18.

Mount Morris Dam on the Genesee River is the larg-
est dry dam in the east. It operates exclusively for
flood control and retains no permanent reservoir. By
tracking rainfall and snow melt patterns, the Water
Control Section of Buffalo District retains and releases
water through the dam to control river flow and mini-
mize flood damages. About 80 percent of the time, the
river simply flows through the dam.
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The 5,400-square foot Visitor Center has a vesti-
bule, a large atrium with several regional and sea-
sonal displays, a museum of exhibits, a multi-pur-
pose room for films or meetings, two bathrooms with
a composting toilet system, and a future retail area.

The museum’s exhibits include a timeline depict-
ing early flood events on the Genesee River, the dam’s
construction, its place in the natural landscape, and
its operation and effectiveness. The museum contains
several interactive displays that emphasize the fea-
tures and benefits of the dam, and a “Kids’ Corner”
where children can explore and learn.

Already attracting visitors from at least a dozen
states and from as far away as Holland, Hungary,
England, and Poland, the center is expected to draw
about 100,000 visitors each year. Future plans for
Mount Morris Dam and its Visitor Center include
making recreation-based improvements to the land-
scape and setting up dam tours.

New Executive Director

Frank Finch, a former USACE officer, recently
joined the South Florida Water Management District
(SFWMD) as its new executive director. The SFWMD’s
Governing Board selected Finch as their new leader
ondune 10.

Finch commanded Baltimore District 1990-92 and
Chicago District 1984-87. Finch also served as the
Army’s top environmental officer at the Pentagon.

“I'm thrilled, humbled, excited, and ready to get
started,” Finch said. “I'm looking forward to meeting
with the members of the Governing Board, SFWMD
staff, and the citizens of South Florida I'll help serve.”

The SFWMD oversees flood-control, water-supply,
water-quality, and environmental-enhancement
projects in a 16-county area covering 17,000 square
miles from Orlando to Key West. This includes more
than 140 local governments with about six million
people. SFWMD has 1,900 employees, and its fiscal
year 1999 budget is $472.6 million.

Vandenberg

“I thought it was a real learning experience. It was
fun,” said 17-year-old Sean Thomas, as he looked at
the skeleton of the Western Range Operations Control
Center (WROCC). “I got to see how things went to-
gether, all the things we’ve been learning about.”

Thomas was one of 27 seniors in the advanced place-
ment calculus class at St. Joseph’s High School in
Orcutt, Calif., a few miles from Vandenberg Air Force
Base. These are bright kids, taking college-level math-
ematics in high school. They were visiting WROCC,
a project managed by Los Angeles District at
Vandenberg. Jim Mills arranged the trip. Heis a
construction representative with the district’s
Vandenberg Resident Office, and father of a sopho-
more at St. Joseph’s. He thought the students would
enjoy seeing how what they learned in class applied
in the real world.

The WROCC, Space Command’s top construction
priority, is a good place to see it. When completed
next February, the $19.5 million control center will
parallel the operations of NASA’s Eastern Launch
Range in Florida. The 118,000-square-foot facility will
house the Operations Control Center for the Western
Range missions of Department of Defense and civil-
ian commercial space flights, missile tests and evalu-
ation, and space-launch tracking.

The day before the students’ field trip, Mills visited
their classroom with technical drawings and the de-
sign analysis to show what they would see.

“We saw a lot of numbers on paper that didn’t re-
ally mean much to us,” said Gene Beltran. But then
the students saw how those numbers translated from
the plan to the construction. “I never realized how
much work went into it or how complex it was,” Philip
Halbig said.






