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Insights

Americans should count blessings

By Col. Lowell Moore
Chaplain, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers

“God bless America, land that I love,”
goes the song that you hear alot this time
of year.

However, when Ilook around this great
country of ours, I think He already has.
There are signs everywhere that this na-
tion has been blessed.

During my lifetime, I've been fortunate
to visit 32 different countries and all 50
states. Ilove to visit other countries, ex-
perience other cultures, talk with other
people, and learn about different ways of
life. My life has been greatly enriched by
learning about other people and places
around planet Earth.

Other nations,
other problems

But as enjoyable as my travels have
been, I'm always glad to get back to the
good ol’ United States of America. When-
ever I return home, I always have a new
appreciation for the country that I call
home.

Did you know that:

¢ You can be fined for chewing gum or
spitting in Singapore?

¢ Awoman can’t leave the house with-
out covering her face in Saudi Arabia and
other Middle East countries?

© Only elementary school education is
freein Korea? High school costs, and col-
lege costs alot more.

eMany fathers inJapan usually see their
children only at breakfast due to long
working hours?

¢ Some women in Honduras have to
wash their clothes in local streams?

e Gasoline can cost up to $8 a gallon in
the United Kingdom?

eYou have to register with the govern-
ment before you move anywhere in Ger-
many?

® There are no speed limits on the
autobahns (freeways) in Germany, and the
fastest car has the right of way?

e You can’t drink the water in Hondu-
ras and other Central American countries?

I’'m not saying that all these differences
are bad. (Washing your clothes in a
stream is a ot less expensive than using a
washer and dryer.}) But when I compare
the benefits, the laws, the standard of liv-
ing, and the freedom of America to the
other countries I've visited, I've come to
believe we live in the greatest nation on
Earth.

Perspective

I know I’m not alone with this belief.
In fact, I've heard others say that every
American should live outside the U.S. for
at least one year. Then we would really

appreciate this great nation.

Recently, I heard a new spin on that idea
ofliving away from home to appreciate it
more when you return. I visited South
Atlantic Division in Atlanta, and Imet a
lady who had just joined the SAD team. I
was qguick to welcome her to the U. S.
Army Corps of Engineers, as I always do
when I can find someone with less time in
the Corps than me.

But she informed me that shehad actu-
ally been with the Corps for years. She
had gotten married and left the Corps to
follow her husband. For five years, she
worked for another federal organization
before her husband moved again. This
time she was able to get a position that
allowed her to work once again with the
Corps of Engineers.

When I asked how the Corps compared
to the other federal organization she said,
“The Corps is great! I think everyone
should work outside the Corps for at least
one year, and then they would really ap-
preciate working for the Corps.”

When I left Atlanta on that trip, I went
straight to visit New Orleans District. The
folks in district’s Construction Division
were having their annual crawfish boil
that evening at Lake Pontchartrain, and
they invited me to join them.

Crawfish baoil

Since we're talking about other places
and other customs, maybe I should ex-
plain a “crawfish boil” for the benefit of
Corps folks in other parts of the nation
and the world. A crawfish (crayfish)isa
kind of fresh-water shrimp, and they are
prepared much like shrimp. You season
boiling water with a secret blend of spices
like onions, salt, pepper, and red pepper,
and cook pounds of crawfish in big No. 3-
sized washtubs.

You serve heaping platefuls of crawfish
with sausage and corn-on-the-cob to alot
of friends and coworkers, and wash ‘em
down with plenty of ice-cold beer (or Coke
in my case). Put it all in a beautiful place
like Liake Pontchartrain, and you’ve got
the recipe for good eatin’ and a good party,
Deep South style!

Of course I accepted their invitation,
and I had a great time enjoying their South-
ern hospitality, plus a couple of plates full

of delicious crawfish.

While sitting around a table with craw-
fishjuice running down my elbows (there
is nodainty way to eat boiled crawfish!), I
shared the story about the lady in Atlanta
who thought everyone ought to work out-
side the Corps for one year to appreciate it
more.

And alady who was enjoying crawfish
at our table, and had also worked outside
of the Corps, jumped to her feet and ex-

claimed “I agree! We don’t know how
good we haveit!”

Pray for blessings

Well, my personal experience does not
qualify me to compare the Corps with
other federal agencies or places to work.
But judging from the comments I hear
from the Corps employees I meet while
visiting the field, I've come to believe that,
just as America is a blessed country and a
great place to live, the Corps is a blessed
organization and a great place to work.

This Fourth of July, I encourage every-
one, whatever your faith, to pray. And
when you do, ask for continued blessings
on America, and on the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

(The views expressed in this article are
those of the author and do not reflect the
official policy or position of the U.S, Army
Corps of Engineers, the Department of
Defense, or the U.S. Government.)
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that I will do my part in the future.
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As | end my tenure as both Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works
and Acting Secretary of the Army, | wanted to express to the Engineers, through .
you, how proud t have been to have had this association with such outstanding
and patriotic men and women. The work of the Engineers, both in combat and in
serving our Nation's domestic needs, have been unparalleled in this world.

1 want to especially thank the men and women of the Corps of Engineers
who have such a great commitment and dedication to this Nation’s progress and
well-being. As | traveled to nearly every District and Division, | was always
impressed with the innovation and creativity of the Corps great civilian workforce.
1 am grateful to those at Headquarters who helped me develop budgets and
sustain our program through difficult times and the ever present competitive
nature of Washington’s decision-making process. There is so much talent in this
great organization that all of us, retired and active, should ensure that cur leaders
understand what a great asset the Corps is to our Nation. You can be assured

Bob, | was surprised, honored and humbled by the award of the Silver
Order of the de Fleury Medal and your kind and warm remarks at the Engineer
Dinner. | want to thank you and commend you on your outstanding leadership
and the great values you exemplify for the Corps. | leave with a sense of comfort
in knowing that the organization is well managed by strong leadership at ali
levels. Thank you for your support and good work and know that should the
Engineers ever need my assistance, you have but to call on me.

Essayons,

7,

seph W. Wesiphal
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General officer news

Maj. Gen. Hans Van Winkle moves from Deputy Com-
manding General for Civil Works, to Deputy Chief of
Engineers/Deputy Commanding General, report date to
be determined.

Brig. Gen. Randal Castro moves from Commander of
Pacific Ocean Division to Assistant Commandant of the
U.S. Army Engineer School and Deputy Commanding
General of Initial Entry Training at Fort Leonard Wood,
Mo., report date to be determined.

Brig. Gen. Robert Griffin moves from Commanding
General of Great Lakes and Ohio River Division, Deputy
Commanding General for Civil Works, report date tobe
determined.

Brig. Gen. Steven Hawkins moves from Deputy Com-
manding General for Military Programs to Command-
ing General of Great Lakes and OChio River Division,
report date to be determined.

Brig. Gen. Ronald Johnson moves from Assistant Com-
mandant of the U.S. Army Engineer School and Deputy
Commanding General of Initial Entry Training at Fort
Leonard Wood, Mo., to Commander of Pacific Ocean
Division, report date to be determined.

Brig. Gen. Peter Madsen moves from Commanding
General of South Pacific Division to Commanding Gen-
eral of South Atlantic Division, report date to be deter-
mined.

Brig. Gen. Carl Strock moves from Commanding Gen-
eral of Northwestern Division to Deputy Commanding
General for Military Programs, report date to be deter-
mined.

Col. Robert Davis moves from Chief of Staff, Corps of
Engineers, to Commanding General of South Pacific Di-
vision, report date to be determined, and Senate confir-
mation required.

Col. David Fastabend moves from Executive Officer
to the Vice Chief of Staff of the Army to Commanding
General of Northwestern Division, report date to be de-
termined, and Senate confirmation required.

Allison response

The Corpsis aggressively supporting flood recovery
activities in Texas and Louisiana in the wake of heavy
rains and flooding left by Tropical Storm Allison.

A number of Corps response and recovery teams have
deployed from throughout the nation and are on the scene.
The president has issued disaster declarations for 28 coun-
ties in Texas and 23 parishes in Louisiana.

Attherequest of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), the Corps activated Emergency Sup-
port Function 3 (Public Works and Engineering) in the
FEMA Regional Operations Center in Denton, Texas,
shortly after the storm struck in early June.

As of June 19, Southwestern Division (SWD) had dis-
tributed 99,000 sandbags in response to flooding. By that
date, FEMA had also given SWD mission assignments
totaling $1.65 million for supplying emergency power,
temporary housing, debris removal, dewatering, debris
monitoring, and one unusual $1.1 million mission for
power support at the Texas Medical Center in Houston.

As of June 19, 74 Corps personnel were directly in-
volved in flood-recovery work, with 45 actually deployed
to the stricken regions. Scores more are supportingthe
efforts from their home stations.

Brewerton Channel Extension

Construction began April 12 to widen the Brewerton
Channel Eastern Extension in the Port of Baltimore. The
450-foot channel will be widened to 600 feet to lessen the
time ships spend getting in and out of the port, lowering
the operating and pilotage costs.

The Brewerton Channel Eastern Extension is five miles
long and runs roughly east-west across the Chesapeake
Bay. It connects the port to channels to the Chesapeake
and Delaware Canal. A study by the Waterways Experi-
ment Station showed that widening the channel would
make it safer thanits current width. Pilots from the Asso-
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ciation of Maryland Pilots ran simulations navigating ships
under various weather and tide conditions. The results
showed that a channel 600 feet wide reduced mishaps.

The project will remove about 2.5 million cubic yards
of clean dredged material and place it at the Poplar Island
Environmental Restoration project site. The project will
restore of an island in the Chesapeake Bay that had eroded
almost completely away. The work is scheduled for
completion later this summer.

Water safety photo contest

The Corps’ National Water Safety Committee is spon-
soring two Corps wide photo contests focusing on water
safety. The first contest will cover the spring/summer
recreation season, and the second will cover the fall/win-
ter season. The contests are open to all Corps employees.

Both contests have the same categories:

o Boating, both commercial and recreation.

e Visitors at Corps facilities and waters.

o Corps employees in action.

e Special events.

® Scenic.

Submissions can be either 35mm slides or digital im-
ages on CD-ROM or zip disk

Submit contest entries to your Division Water Safety
Committee representative. Include the photographer’s
name, project, date taken, and category.

Deadline for spring/summer entries is Aug. 15; dead-
line for fall/winter entries is March 30.

Lewis and Clark Web sites

There are two Web sites for information about the
200th anniversary of the Lewis and Clark expedition.

Within the Corps, there is an Intranet site at
w3.nwk.usace.army.mil. Thesite is updated quarterly.

Nationwide, the National Council for the Lewis and
Clark  Bicentennial has a site at
www.lewisandclark200.org. That site has a calendar of
events by date and location, a bibliography, and general
information about the expedition.

New river walk

City, state, and federal representatives, plus about 200
members of the public recently opened the Canal Walk
Upper Extension in Indianapolis. The Downtown Canal
Walk is about three blocks long. The extension is the
result of a partnership among Indianapolis, the White
River State Park Commission, and Louisville District.

The district coordinated the extension construction.
The extension adds several new features to the Canal
Walk, notably a new waterfall powered by two wells that
pump about 1,750 gallons of water per minute through
the historic Holton Gates. The gates were once used to
control the flow of water to downtown. Other new fea-
turesinclude a boat ramp, landscaping, and an amphithe-
ater built with blocks of Indiana limestone.

Corps Engineer of the Year

The National Society of Professional Engineers
(NSPE) recently selected Claude Strauser, Chief of Hy-
drologic and Hydraulics Branch in Louisville District, as
the Corps’ Federal Engineer of the Year. The top 10

~ finalists in the 2001 Federal Engineer of the Year Pro-

gram were honored at the 22nd Annual National Engi-
neers Week luncheon at Fort Myer, Va.

The Federal Engineer of the Year Award program rec-
ognizes outstanding engineers in the federal government.
Strauser was one of 10 finalists; an engineer from Health
and Human Services was picked as the Federal Engineer
ofthe Year.

“Over the last three decades, Strauser hasled a team of
engineers and scientists and created what we believe to
be anew field of engineering, appropriately called ‘Envi-
ronmental River Engineering,”” wrote Brig. Gen. Edwin
Arnold, Jr., Mississippi River Division Engineer, who
nominated Strauser.
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Concrete Institute honor

Dr. Bryant Mather, Director Emeritus of the Struc-
tures Laboratory and one of the nation’s foremost experts
on concrete, recently received the Arthur R. Anderson
Award from the American Concrete Institute (ACI). The
award was bestowed “in recognition of [Mather’s] count-
less contributions to the knowledge base for cement and
concrete technology, and the effective transfer of this
knowledge to others through professional papers, pre-
sentations, and standards development activities.”

Power plant permit

On May 26, New York District granted a federal per-
mit to Athens Generating Company, L. P. tobuild a 1,080
megawatt gas-fired electric generating plant in the Ath-
ens, N.Y. This is the first new power plant construction
in New York in a decade.

The areais rich in scenic, cultural, historieal, and en-
vironmentally sensitive resources, but through extensive
federal and state permit reviews the project has been
modified to avoid or minimize impact. The plant will be
built about two miles from the Hudson River, but in-
cludes an intake/outfall structure in the west bank of the
river. Less than one acre of wetlands would be perma-
nently lost, with temporary impact to 4.14 acres wet-
lands and waterways.

The plant will use a relatively new technology called
combined-cycle turbines, which produces a tiny fraction
of the air pollution from older plants. It will use dry
cooling, a more expensive method of cooling turbines
that uses only 185,000 gallons of water daily.

Renovated officers’ quarters

Recycling isn’t necessarily limited to paper and soda
cans. Witness the newly renovated unaccompanied of-
ficers’ quarters at Schofield Barracks. Honolulu District
managed the project.

The temptation was strong to demolish Bldgs. 784, 786,
and 788 and start over, but they were sound enough to
warrant renovation, and it was significantly cheaper to
do so. The 39 dark, damp old rooms have been trans-
formed into modern apartments.

The $3.75 million renovations included new roofs,
windows, doors, keyless entry locks, cable TV, and air
conditioning. The units were rewired, have new plumb-
ing, full carpets, and a kitchen. Each building hasitsown
laundry room that is accessible with an apartment key
card, and the quarters are walking distance to the post

exchange and commissary.

Value engineering awards

Three Corps people and offices were honored during
the DoD 2001 Value Engineering/Value Management
(VE/VM) Achievement Awards ceremony on June 6 in
the Pentagon Auditorium.

William Brown Sr., Deputy Director of Military Pro-
grams, received the Outstanding Program Management
award. Military Programs has saved more than $101
million in the past two years. Last year’s work on bar-
racks has the potential for up to $1 billion in better use of
funds during the next seven years, while offering larger
quarters and better amenities for soldiers.

Eugene Degenhardt, St. Louis District’s Value Engi-
neering Officer, received the Qutstanding Value Engineer-
ing Professional award. He has led the district’s VE/VM
Program for 19 years, documenting more than $130 mil-
lion in cost savings. He has conducted more than 130
workshops, studies, and seminars, and taught VE/VM
methods to more than 2,200 students.

Chicago District received the Outstanding Installation
Award. Col. Mark Roncoli, District Engineer, accepted
the award. The district successfully uses VE/VM to ad-
dress issues that have not been resolved to their custom-
ers’ satisfaction. By using VE/VM methods, Chicago
District has netted more than $40 million in cost savings
and avoidance.






