









































New ERDC director

Dr. James Houston is the new Director of the En-
gineer Research and Development Center (ERDC).
He will lead innovative research efforts in coastal
and hydraulic engineering, construction materials
and methods, topographic engineering, cold regions
effects, structural and geotechnical engineering, en-
vironmental quality, and information technology.

In his previous position, Houston served as direc-
tor of the ERDC Coastal and Hydraulics Laboratory.

Nationwide permit changes

Important changes to the Corps’ nationwide per-
mit program went into effect June 7. “The changes
will benefit the nation’s aquatic environment by in-
creasing protection to critical resource waters and
aquatic resources within the 100-year floodplain while
continuing to authorize projects with minimal ad-
verse effects,” said John Studt, Chief of Regulatory
Branch.

Nationwide permits are general permits used na-
tionally to authorize discharges of dredged or fill
material that will have minimal adverse effects on
the aquatic environment. The Corps has replaced
Nationwide Permit (NWP) 26, which was used to
permit certain discharges in the nation’s headwa-
ters and isolated waters, and was the general permit
most frequently involving potential impacts on wet-
lands.

To replace NWP 26, the Corps issued five new na-
tionwide permits and modified six others. The Corps
also modified nine NWP general conditions and added
two new general conditions. The replacement na-
tionwide permits continue to authorize many of the
same activities permitted under NWP 26, but they
are activity-specific, with terms and conditions to
ensure minimal adverse effects on the aquatic envi-
ronment.

The maximum acreage limit under the new and
modified NWPs is half an acre, reduced from the
previous maximum of three acres. In addition, most
require that the Corps be notified of activities im-
pacting more than one-tenth acre, reduced from the
previous requirement of one-third acre.

“These changes to the nationwide permit program
reflect the administration’s, including the Army’s,
commitment to protecting the nation’s wetlands and
reducing damages to communities from flooding,”
said Michael Davis, Deputy Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Civil Works.

Power boat

A fire department received a much-needed power
boat from Morgantown Lock and Dam in Pittsburgh
District. The Greensboro (Penn.) Fire Department
will use the 23-foot Mon Ark for river rescue.

“We had a rowboat before this,” said Rick
Podolinski of the fire department. “Everyone is ec-
static.”

Pittsburgh District donated the 1981 boat and
trailer valued at $21,000 in a ceremony June 7 at
the fire hall. ‘

“By excessing equipment we eliminate the cost of
maintaining it and stocking parts,” said Jim Edinger,
Chief of Operations and Readiness Division. “If we
need equipment only about once a month it will be
cheaper to rent it from a commercial source.”

Flood control award

The Consulting Engineers Council of Mississippi
(CEC/MS) in Jackson, Miss., recently awarded
Vicksburg District for its contribution to flood con-
trol in the Lower Mississippi Valley.

This is only the second time that CEC has pre-
sented a public relations award. “This is the most
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prestigious award presented by the council to a pub-
lic entity,” said Judy Adams, CEC Executive Direc-
tor.

For a project to qualify for this award, it mustbe a
tremendous engineering feat that benefited the state
economically, the quality of life for its citizens, and
the engineering profession. In particular, CEC noted
the Mississippi River levee system, which to date,
has prevented more than $200 billion in potential
flood damage. According to Corps statistics, every
Vicksburg District project has paid for itself, and
Corps flood control projects return $8 for every $1
spent.

The Board of Levee Commissioners for the Yazoo
Mississippi Delta, the Mississippi Levee Commission-
ers, and Memphis District also received awards.

Fact-finding mission

Officials from the Mexican government visited Los
Angeles District on a fact-finding mission that will
help them in their flood control and water conserva-
tion missions. After several briefings and visits to
the district’s Emergency Operation Center and Res-
ervoir Operations Center, the group toured the Los
Angeles County Drainage Area project along the L.A.
River and visited the recently completed Seven Qaks
Dam in San Bernardino County.

Architect awards

In May, a panel of judges selected the Corps’ Archi-
tect, Landscape Architect, and Interior Designer of
the Year. The honorees were:

Architect of the Year - James Bristow, Fort
Worth District.

Landscape Architect of the Year — Doris
Sullivan, St. Paul District.

Interior Designer Of the Year — Marsha
Walkup, Kansas City District.

New safety review process

On June 2, the Corps and the Coast Guard estab-
lished a new process for evaluating risks to perma-
nently moored vessels like floating casinos and res-
taurants, and other structures on or near navigable

waterways, harbors, and rivers.
Rear Admiral Robert North, the Coast Guard’s
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Assistant Commandant for Safety and Environmen-
tal Protection, and Maj. Gen. Hans Van winkle,
Deputy Commander for Civil Works, signed a memo-
randum of agreement establishing a formal process
where the Coast Guard will provide input into the
Corps’ evaluation process for issuing permits related
to these types of structures.

SAME executive director

Retired Maj. Gen. Pat Stevens IV became the new
Executive Director of the Society of American Mili-
tary Engineers (SAME) on July 1. Stevens comes to
SAME from Morrison Knudsen after a two-year stint
as its Vice President and Director of Military Ser-
vices. While on active duty with the Corps, Stevens
served as Deputy Chief of Engineers, commanded the
former Lower Mississippi Valley Division, was presi-
dent of the Mississippi Valley Commission, and also
served in the former North Pacific Division and Pitts-
burgh District.

Ranger honored

Melissa Rinehart, a full-time temporary inter-
preter at the Bonneville Lock and Dam Regional Visi-
tor Center, recently received the Hiram M. Chittenden
Award for Interpretive Excellence.

Her supervisor, Jim Runkles, nominated her. The
closing paragraphs of the nomination package read,
“Melissa represents all the best qualities of an
interpreter...She has a high degree of creativity and
is constantly thinking of new and better ways to de-
liver her programs. She is highly motivated and
willing to go the extra mile to meet the needs of the
public...”

Fishing event

The staff of the Corps’ Truman Lake and the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation hosted the Chal-
lenged Youth Fishing Event on May 5 at the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation Regional Office in
Clinton, Mo. More than 50 kids from six schools
participated. The Challenged Youth Fishing Event
gave physically and mentally challenged youths an
opportunity to gain a better understanding of fish-
ing, hunting, conservation, water safety, and other
outdoor activities.

225 years

(This is another in a continuing series of true
stories from the history of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers to commemorate the Corps’ 225%
year. All material is from the History Office pub-
Iication, “Historical Vignettes — Volume 2,” EP 870-
1-1, available on-line under USACE Publications,
Engineer Pamphlets, Historical.)

When the Germans withdrew from northern
France in the summer and fall of 1944, they left
the Port of Cherbourg in a shambles. A massive
reconstruction job faced engineers with the Ameri-
can forces who occupied the city. The difficulty of
obtaining adequate construction materials from the
U.S. only exacerbated the problem. The situation
demanded prompt and ingenious improvisation, and
the Advance Section (ADSEC) Engineers of the
Communications Zone were up to the task.

The enemy had made a big mistake at Cherbourg
and the engineers turned it to their advantage. Lt.
Gen. Emerson Itschner (Ret.), then a colonel and
ADSEC Engineer, recalled the situation:

Engineers exploit Nazi error

“The Germans were kind enough to leave us a
lot of very heavy steel beams, one meter in depth
and up to 75 feet long. We had enough of these to
bridge from the piles that we drove back to the
seawall.”

Exploitation of the mistake did not stop with re-
opening the Port of Cherbourg. The ADSEC engi-
neers noted that all the beams bore the name of a
single steel mill, Hadir in Differdange, Luxem-
bourg. Right then, Itschner decided they would
head for Differdange. So, as soon as the town fell,
the ADSEC engineers were there.

They were not disappointed. The Hadir plant
was intact and the citizens were eager to reopen it.
After a little repair and cannibalization, Hadir be-
gan once again to produce meter beams. Ina short
time, these beams were put to many important
uses, including building the massive railroad
bridges across the Rhine.

Thus, engineer alertness and ingenuity solved a
major supply problem.







