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Insights

Hearts linked across the miles

By Lt. Col.(P) Tim Carlson
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Chaplain

This edition of “Insights” is a little different. I
didn’t write most of it; my family did.

I've been thinking about families and how they
are often the forgotten factor in the military equa-
tion. The attitude used to be, “If the Army wanted
you to have a wife, they’d have issued you one!” That
attitude has almost totally changed in this era, but
the sacrifices that government families make are still
often unrecognized. :

Members of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers are of-
ten deployed or on tem-
porary duty. Whether
oneis a green-suiter
or an Army civil-
ian, those
whom we
leave behind,
whether it’s for a
few days or a whole
year, often bear the
hardships of loneliness
and trying to keep the
home together with one mem-
ber missing.

‘Back in 1986, my wife and six children lived on a

-farm in Beresford, S.D., while I attended the six-
month Chaplains’ Advanced Course at Fort
Monmouth, N.J. This time became a seedbed for
special reflections about being apart. Some poems
which they wrote during that time inspired this
month’s “Insights” column, and I'd like to share them
with you.

My second daughter, now Mrs. Elnora Lee Carlson

White, wrote the first one at the age of 11. My wife,
Judy, wrote the other three. Together they give some
perspective on what a family goes through while their
soldier or Army civilian is away on government busi-
ness.

I think you will easily identify with many of the
feelings they express. I also hope that, as you read
them, you will experience your own appreciation and
affection for those special and dear who you must
leave from time-to-time.

“Missing Daddy T.”

Who will call me Norlaty,
And Anna, Dolly Cutie Poopie Pie?
Who will call Mom, Momma Jude,
And who will eat up all our food?
Who will call Kristian, Creast?
When Mom said stop, then it ceased!
Who will call Libby, Libabib,
And laugh at Anna in her crib?
Who will call Alida, Al-di-lida?

. When most of us just call her Lida.
Who will call Nels Bubba Dee?
It happens to be our Daddy T!

“The Journey”

My love has gone on a journey long,

And with him my soul, my breath, and my song.
My love has gone on a journey brief,

With half o’ my heart my lover, the thief.

My love has gone on a journey foul,

With foxholes and brambles and animal howls
To thwart and to frighten, to lengthen his passage,
To make it a journey that threatens our cottage.
My love has gone on a journey fair.

And with him I go, my spirit to share.

To pick for him flowers and follow the hart.
E’en tho’ in my body I ne’er shall depart.

My love has gone on a journey long.

And with him I send my breath and my song.
We'll journey together, my lover and I,

With destiny near we'll meet by-and-by.

“Season of Sadness,
Bed of Tears”

I do not feel his shoulder strong

But just pretend as I touch my own.
Ido not feel his breathing fine

Nor his fair face pressed close to mine.
I do not touch his sleeping crown
But a lifeless thing of feather down.
I do not love him in the night

A hearty mix of knave and knight.

I do not hear his tender voice

But know by grace I am his choice.
I do not feel him by my side

But shall not fear; I am his bride.

“Yearning”

As one yearns for springtime, I'm yearning for you.
As summer’s seduction, as winter’s reflection,
As daybreak’s injunction, I'm yearning.

Breath catching, heart skipping,

Face flushing, I'm'yearning.

As one yearns for heaven, I'm yearning for you,
As autumn’s cajoling, as twilight’s beholding,

As sunset’s unfolding, I'm yearning.

He comes, my beloved; he cometh to me.

The rush of all seasons, my husband is he!

Earth Day celebrates 30th anniversary

Earth Day 2000, on April 22, will mark the 30*
anniversary of an international grass-roots effort to
increase awareness of the Earth’s limited natural
resources and the need to clean up and protect our
environment. Earth Day 2000 will also mark the
first observance of this effort in this century. The
health and well-being of our nation’s people, our natu-
ral resources and of the planet as a whole will cer-
tainly be one of the greatest challenges of the new
millennium.

This year’s Army Earth Day theme is “Preserving
the Past, Protecting the Future.” This theme ap-
propriately supports the concept and spirit of Earth
Day 2000 by focusing on the progress that the Army
has made in managing the environment and provid-
ing stewardship of the natural and cultural resources
entrusted to our care. Preserving and protecting the
environment is integral to the Army’s mission of de-
fending our national security, and providing for the
well being of this and future generations. As stew-
ards of our nation’s natural resources, we are com-
mitted to maintaining healthy and sustainable envi-
ronments — the foundation of the American dream.

We have established partnerships in both the pub-

-prompts us to make

lic and private sectors to protect the health and safety
of our communities on and around our installations
and water resources projects. We are actively en-
gaged in partnerships
that are creating “Liv-
able Communities”
across the nation.
Earth ‘Day 2000

pledges to strengthen
existing relationships
and to establish new
ones to accomplish
those environmental
priorities. In this ef-
fort, particular atten-
tion is encouraged to
further develop rela-
tionships with young
people who will inherit the future.

Though we are called upon to join our neighbors
in the grassroots activities such as clean-ups, recy-
cling and pollution prevention campaigns that are
in our own backyards, Earth Day 2000 reminds us

that protecting and preserving land, air, and water
goes beyond our homes and workplaces. Earth Day
represents the commitment and significant invest-

.ment this nation and more than 140 other countries

around the world have made toward positive envi-
ronmental security. We all succeed by meeting or
exceeding compliance with all environmental laws,
restoring previously contaminated sites, preventing
pollution by reducing or eliminating it, and conserv-
ing natural and cultural resources.

Each member of the Corps of Engineers should
embrace Earth Day as an opportunity to showcase
our successes in preserving our environment and ac-
complishing our mission. It is important to remem-
ber that Earth Day 2000 represents more than just
a one-day event. I encourage each of you be involved
in Earth Day 2000 activities on April 22 and every
day. It exemplifies our commitment to ensuring pro-
tection of the environment entrusted to our care —as
an investment in our children, our future, and our
nation’s security.

JOE N. BALLARD
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army
Commander
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Black engineer winners

Two Corps engineers received awards in the 14%
Black Engineer of the Year Awards.Conference held
recently in Baltimore.

Lt. Gen. Joe Ballard, Chief of Engineers, received
the Dean’s Award conferred by the Council of Engi-
neering Deans of the Historically Black Colleges and
Universities. (In 1998, Ballard received the Black
Engineer of the Year Award.) Gen. Eric Shinseki,
Chief of Staff of the Army, presented the award.

A short time later, Ballard returned to the stage to
present the Award for Professional Achievement in
Government to William Brown, Principal Assistant
to the Corps’ Deputy Commanding General for Mili-
tary Programs. Brown is the Corps’ highest-rank-
ing civilian officer and the first African-American
engineer in the Department of Defense in the Senior
Executive Service.

ASCE award

David Pezza of Norfolk District received the Zone
111999 Government Civil Engineer of the Year Award
from the American Society of Civil Engineers. The
award recognizes contributions by civil engineers in
public service. Zone Il includes the South and Mid-

west U.S. and Puerto Rico. Pezza was the only Corps -

employee to achieve this level of national recogni-
tion. - He is responsible for Norfolk District’s
geotechnical and environmental engineering pro-
grams.

Flood insurance lifted

Federal and Los Angeles County officials assembled
recently in Long Beach, Calif., to announce that the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
has lifted mandatory flood insurance for more than
100,000 residents along the Los Angeles River due to
improvements made by Los Angeles District.

The completed portion of the restoration project
extends along the L.A. River and a nine-mile stretch
up Compton Creek. When the entire project (which
spans 22 miles and 13 communities) is completed,
more than 830,000 residents will save $33 million in
annual flood insurance premiums. In the completed
areas, L.A. District has raised the levees and also

‘built parapet walls, widened the existing bike path,
and provided landscaping.

“This is a significant milestone in this 10-year
project,” said L.A. County Supervisor Don Knabe.
“We've worked shoulder-to-shoulder at the federal,
state, and local level to keep this project fully funded
and on time. In fact, we're about five years ahead of
schedule because of some of the innovations the Corps
has come up with.”

“We've completed about 70 percent of our construc-
tion,” said South Pacific Division Commander Brig.
Gen. Peter Madsen. “We're proud to be part of this
milestone, but we’re really looking forward to com-
ing back in 2001 for the final ribbon-cutting cer-
emony.”

British officer

In May, Capt. Jim Yearsley, a British army officer,
will arrive in Los Angeles District for a year of prac-
tical experience. His wife Julie will accompany him.
Yearsley is fresh from post-graduate studies at the
Royal School of Military Engineering. On his return
to the United Kingdom, Yearsley expects to take The
Institution of Civil Engineers Member’s Professional
Review (equal to America’s professional engineer
exam), and also present his final masters degree pa-
per to a learned audience. Yearsley is tentatively
considering the pier nose extensions on the LACDA
project for his final master’s thesis.

Around the Corps

Russian triumph

Joey Luebbert, adoptedas an infant five years ago
in Russia by Jim and Mary Ann Luebbert of St. Louis,
Mo., has experienced an All-American triumph.

Jim Leubbert is a historian in the Ordnance and
Technical Support Branch of St. Louis District. He
is also an avid football fan, and Joey has been watch-
ing the St. Louis Rams on TV with his Dad for years.
At a young age, Joey became adept at performing
the Ram’s victory dance, the Bob & Weave. When
Luebbert learned of the children’s Bob & Weave con-
test at Union Station in St. Louis, Joey became a
contestant.

A pair of free tickets to the Rams/Buccaneer game
went to the winner, so the five-year-old danced his

- heart out, and won. Naturally he chose to take his

best friend, Dad, as his guest.

CERL acting director

Dr. Alan Moore will be Acting Director of the Con-
struction Engineering Research Laboratory (CERL).
In this position he will direct a $70 million research
program that creates and fields technologies to en-
sure military installations can project power through

-an adequate infrastructure and support Army readi-

ness through a sustainable training environment.
CERL is one of eight laboratories in the Corps’ U.S.
Army Engineer Research and Development Center.

Moore replaces Dr. Michael O’Connor, who left in
January to become Chief of the Geotechnical Labo-
ratory in Vicksburg, Miss. Moore will fill the CERL
Director position while the Corps recruits a perma-
nent Director in the Senior Executive Service.

Wheelhouse perception

Memphis and Vicksburg districts hosted Pilot’s Day
on Feb. 23 at Ensley Engineer Yard and Marine
Maintenance Center. The working conference, an
annual event since 1992, involved the districts, Mis-
sissippi Valley Division, and the river towing and

. navigation industry.

“We presented Memphis Distriet’s program of work

-for the next two years,” said River Engineering Team

Leader Darian Chasteen. “It lets the towing and
navigation industry know where we're going to work,
and lets them give us their input.”

“This meeting gave the Corps the wheelhouse per-
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ception,” said Capt. Steve Crowley, assistant vice
president of Operations at Ingram Barge Company.
“And the pilots can provide information as to situa-
tions out on the river that the Corps is not aware of.”

For example, the pilots gave the Corps input on
some other sites where no work had been proposed
that were causing them problems.

“They let us know we had extreme low water con-
dition at Armstrong that our hydrographic surveys
didn’t alert us to,” said Chasteen. “If they hadn’t
told us exactly what happened in low water, we
wouldn’t have known the problem existed.”

But the education did not all flow one way.

“We're required maintain a nine-foot-deep, 300-feet-
wide navigable channel,” said Chasteen. “This meet-
ing helped us educate a few river pilots so that they
can understand how we do our business. To do what
some of them wanted, we’d need five or six dredges
out there. We're constrained by our authorities and
also by our resources, and they weren’t thrilled.

“But I had several pilots approach me and say we
were within a foot of the all-time record low water
and they were still running 30 barge tows up and
down the river,” Chasteen said. “In a lot of places,
they didn’t have two-way traffic, but in 1988 they
were running smaller tows and had to light-load their
barges. We have a better river than in 1988, and
they expressed that.”

Special achievement award

Stuart Appelbaum, Chief of Ecosystem Restoration
Section in Jacksonville District, received a special
achievement award on Jan. 7 for leading the inter-
agency team which produced the $7.8 billion Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Plan. Appelbaum
received the award at the Everglades Coalition’s 15
annual conference in Naples, Fla.

Appelbaum’s group consolidated all the informa-
tion on the vast, complex effort. The plan is designed
to restore the South Florida ecosystem and simulta-
neously provide other water-related needs of the re-
gion, including urban and agricultural water supply
and flood protection.

“This is indeed a great honor and I was very sur-
prised,” said Appelbaum. “What excited me the most
is that the award celebrates the efforts of the entire
team, and I was pleased to learn that every team
member will get a certificate. We had 150 members
of the Restudy Team. They all worked hard and
should be recognized.”

225 years

(This is another in a continuing series of true
stories from the history of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers to commemorate the Corps’ 225%
year. All material is from the History Office pub-
lication, “Historical Vignettes— Volume 2,” EP 870-
1-1, available on-line under USACE Publications,
Engineer Pamphlets, Historical.)

Long before the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
was charged with aiding victims of natural disas-
ters, individual Army engineers lent a helping hand
to fellow citizens in time of trouble.

As early example is Brig. Gen. (ret.) Joseph Swift,
former Chief of Engineers, during the great New
York City fire of 1835. Fire broke out in lower
Manhattan on Dec. 16 and spread rapidly, consum-
ing houses and stores, threatening to devour the
entire city.

Alarmed and desperate, the mayor of New York
City turned to Swift, a municipal hero since 1814

Engineer saved NY City

when he directed the city’s defense against threat-
ened British attack. At the time of the fire, Swift
was retired from the Army and working as a civil-
ian for the Corps on harbor improvements.

Swift decided to contain the blaze behind a line
of demolished buildings. Working quickly, he cal-
culated how much gunpowder he would need to
“shake down” a house without damaging neigh-
boring properties. Then he directed the placement
of charges to create “a globe of compression.” When
the powder went off, walls toppled inward and
houses collapsed upon themselves, leaving adja-
cent structures unharmed. (This technique was
anovelty at the time, but it is now standard prac-
tice in urban demolition.)

At great personal risk, Swift set off charge after
charge, arresting the fire’s advance on Dec. 17 and
saving countless lives and millions of dollars in

property.







