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Insights

Welcome to the

new millennium!

By Lt. Col. Tim Carlson
Chaplain, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers

We all waited.

The ominous predictions about the
Y2K computer glitch left us with an
entire array of responses. Perhaps
your family now has an additional
thousand dollars worth of food stock-
piled in your basement. Maybe you're
now carrying more cash than ever be-
fore. Or perhaps you put some cash in
a safe place in your home, just to tide
you over if the banks failed.

Well, we made it! Midnight Dec. 31,
1999, passed and civilization did not
crumble around us. (Editor’s note:
That’s assuming you actually are
reading this and not crouched in some
dark pile of rubble in a ruined city!)
We are now an elite group of persons
whose lives have spanned not only two
centuries, but also two millennia!

I feel a little like the main character
in the story of Le Petit Prince (The
Little Prince) that I read to my chil-
dren when they were small. There he
was, almost like John Glenn for the
first time in orbit, or Neil Armstrong
when he looked across the moon for the
first time. He rubbed his eyes, locked
over the vast domain of a strange, new
world, and the story begins.

Many, many things were anticipated
as 2000 approached. Some happened,
some were impossible, and still others
occurred that no one could have
guessed. Regardless of what the near-
term or long-term future holds, one
thing is certain — none of us will be
here for Y3K.

One could easily diminish the sig-
nificance of this new thousand-year
period. (“It’s just another day, Joe. 1
came to work today just like last Fri-
day. Same cubicle, same problems on
my desk, same coffee in the pot.”)

But I find it a good time for inten-
tional reflection and future planning.
AsTIreflect on my fairly short time on
Earth, it is easy for me to visualize
myself as the little prince. Istand just
beyond the threshold of this 21% cen-
tury, and can scarcely grasp the mete-
oric changes that have occurred since
my childhood in southeastern Ken-
tucky. Those days of climbing moder-
ately steep hills, resting on benches of
the little mountains, and throwing
long, straight stems of enormous weeds
down into ravines and valleys seem so

far away and so different from the world
of today.

Coming to significant passage points
in life is part of our sojourn on our
planet. We can’t escape looking
backwards, but neither can we
prevent the overwhelming urge to
move on. This is where the real-
ity of a new millennium begins to
impact my thoughts. The Dark
Ages were still upon the Earth at
the beginning of Y1K. Only an elite
few could read. Electricity, the
printing press, laws of gravity,
knowledge of a round earth, and
steam power were unknown then.
What a giant leap our world has
taken since that time!

Can you imagine what someone
might write a thousand years from
now about us? That thought makes
the Army After Next and even 20-
year future plans for our Corps al-
ready seem like ancient history.

As part of my journey within
the past century, I spent one in-
tense year at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center here in our nation’s
capitol. My training wasin bedside
pastoral counseling, called Clinical
Pastoral Education in chaplain par-
lance. It’s a tough job. I always got a
deep, in-the-gut pain when they called
a “Code Blue” or a “Code 66” on one of
the wards where I worked. These
emergency notificationsindicated that
a patient was dying and needed imme-
diate care.

Ward 49, the Medical Intensive
Ward, was part of my coverage area
during one of those months. One day,
not far into my watch, the call came
and [ hurried to the bedside of a lovely,
67-year-old lady. She had just been
resuscitated and was regaining some
normalcy to her breathing. I paused
for a moment. The relief of finding her
still alive was almost beyond words. I
engaged her in appropriate, brief con-
versation. Then I posed a question that
was important to me: “Were you afraid
of dying?” I needed to know because,
truthfully, I was afraid of death at that
time. Her answer surprised me then
and, now, from my vantage point of
greater faith, it delights me as well.
“Oh no,” she replied. “Death will be,
for me, the most exquisite experience
of my entire life.”

1 had prepared myself for a short,
grueling time of comforting her as she
neared her ultimate passage point; a

passage that will come to us all just as
surely as the new millennium has
come. Instead, she comforted me. In
those brief moments as we continued
to chat, she confirmed hope stemming
from her deep faith in her God.

What will the next century bring?
In my old age, will my sons think I'm
hopelessly out-of-date because I don’t
have implanted memory chips? Will
they pity me because my unmodified
genes won’t let me live more than a
century? Or will they envy me be-
cause I lived in a simpler time with
better values?

I can’t say, any more than I could
have predicted today’s advances when
I was a child in Kentucky. Back then,
they were predicting we might live in
undersea colonies, or drive bubbletop
electric cars, or be trying to survive in
the ruins of a nuclear war.

But as we all sally forth into 2000,

I'm reminded of a wall plaque in the
home of a dear family in Appalachia.
It said, “Only one life, will soon be past,
only what’s done for God will last.” In
my belief system, that gives me both
great motivation for moving into this
“pbrave, new world,” and great security
in doing so.

Consider how far our world has come
since we were children. We now have
remarkable opportunities to impact our
world in ways that transcend our imagi-
nations. Let us boldly step into this
future. The adventure in the journey
compels us onward!

Essayons!

(The views expressed in this article
are those of the author and do not
reflect the official policy or position of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
Department of the Army, the Depart-
ment of Defense, or the U.S. Govern-
ment.)
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Contact-a-Professional

In most school systems, students usually must
wait for engineers and scientists to come to the class-
room. In Vicksburg, Miss., they just push buttons
on computers.

“Last year, we asked a panel of teachers what we
could do to help them in the classroom,” said Michael
Logue, Public Affairs Officer of Vicksburg District.
“They wanted student and teacher access to our
people through the Internet.”

The result was the Contact-A-Professional Page
on the district’s web site, where students and teach-
ers communicate directly with experts using e-mail.
The page features Corps experts from archeologists
to engineers, and topics from bank stabilization to
wetlands.

“Our teachers not only wanted people who could
communicate with students on any topic, but who
could also help them stay current in their career
fields,” Logue said.

“There are a lot of web sites on the Internet that
are primarily for show, but this is something that’s
meaningful,” said Ed Wong, a social studies teacher
at Vicksburg High School. “I'm astounded at how
large and diverse the Corps is.”

Wong said the site would be used not only locally
but also all over the world.

“Last year, I was contacted by an elementary class
in Australia which was studying the Mississippi
River,” he said. “Now, they hook up with an
Vicksburg District expert on anything they want to
know about the river.”

Vicksburg District’s education page can be reached
on the Internet at http://www.mvk.usace.army.mil/
paofteachers.htm.

WVU partnership

The 1999 recreation season brought many changes
at Burnsville Liake in Huntington District. Seven
local college students were hired to operate the
Bulltown Historical Area and run the Bulltown
Campground Entrance Station. These jobs provided
students from West Virginia University (WVU) and
Glenville State College with summer jobs offering
both work and fun.

Dr. Theresa Wang, Assistant Professor in the Di-
vision of Forestry at WVU, gave the students an
on-site training seminar on interpretation. She
helped obtain grant money, provide training, devel-
oped a Comprehensive Interpretive Plan, developed
a network of contacts for the Corps with other agen-
cies, and other much-needed assistance. Craig
Parks, a graduate student at WVU, also provided
valuable help.

Through partnerships with WVU and the local
communities, daily activities were conducted with
day visitors and campers throughout the summer.
These programs gave the public a better understand-
ing of the culture and history of rural West Vir-
ginia, and gave kids quality activities to enjoy while
visiting Bulltown.

Camp Beale investigation

The Topographic Engineering Center’s Environ-
mental Analysis Group was tasked to complete a
comprehensive Geographical Information System-
based historical photographic analysis of the former
Camp Beale in Marysville, Calif. Camp Beale was
established in 1942 as a World War II Army train-
ing base.

This analysis will help Sacramento District and
the Huntsville Mandatory Center of Expertise de-
fine areas to investigate for unexploded ordnance
and chemical weapons material.

To locate these areas, the group analyzed more
than 700 photos from 1941, 1943, 1947, 1953, 1962,
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and 1964 for signs of ordnance activity. They com-
bined old photos into image maps, then areas that
showed signs of use possibly related to.ordnance ac-
tivities were identified. Sacramento District and
the Huntsville Center are moving ahead with their
site investigation and remediation plan for former
Camp Beale property.

The Environmental Analysis Group also helped
educate local residents who live in and around
former Camp Beale through its participation in
public meetings and workshops.

Researchers honored

The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
recently recognized three researchers in the Con-
struction Engineering Research Laboratory.

Vince Hock, Susan Drozdz, and Michael
MecInerney developed technologies that were final-
ists for the Charles Pankow Award for Innovation
at the ASCE’s Civil Engineering Research
Foundation’s 10 Anniversary Awards Dinner. The
“Electroosmotic Pulse Technology for Groundwater
Intrusion Control” and the “In-Situ Chemical Sta-
bilization of Lead-Based Paint Waste from Abrasive
Blasting Technology” were two of four finalists for
the award.

Electroosmotic pulse technology prevents water
seepage in below-grade concrete structures. Elec-
troosmosis is an electrically charged liquid moved
by an external electric field. The system mitigates
water seepage problems and yields 40 percent sav-
ings.

The chemical stabilization of paint waste tech-
nology blasts lead-based paint from structures with
a calcium-silicate based material that chemically
stabilizes the lead. The residue can be disposed of
as non-hazardous waste. This results in cost sav-
ings of up to 30 percent.

Interoperable web mapping

The Topographic Engineering Center (TEC) and
aninternational team of geospatial technology ven-
dors has submitted a request for comment titled
“Web Map Server Interface Specification to the Open
GIS Consortium.”

It defines interfaces necessary to allow overlays
and combinations of geospatial information to hap-
pen automatically on the Internet, despite differ-
ences in vendors’ systems. Multi-vendor technol-
ogy solutions based on drafts of this specification
were demonstrated during the Web Mapping Testbhed
(WMT) Demo at the Lockheed Martin Management
and Data Systems headquarters in Gaithersburg,
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Md., on Sept. 10.

This marks an important milestone for WMT, en-
abling interoperable web-based mapping technology
to become a reality. Applications for interoperable
web mapping include environmental management
support, emergency management, disaster relief,
and military humanitarian relief and stabilization
operations.

Correction

In the November issue of Engineer Update, the
introduction to the North Atlantic Division special
section stated that “NAD built ports, bridges, roads,
assembly plants, and military installations in Saudi
Arabia that proved valuable during the Persian Gulf
War.”

These facilities were actually built by Middle East
Division, a predecessor to Transatlantic Programs
Center. The $14 billion program was fully funded
by the Saudi Arabian government, and included
military contonments, headquarters complexes, air
bases, navy bases, ports, and training centers. These
facilities did support allied operations in the Per-
sian Gulf War.

Air Force awards

The Air Force in the Pacific is impressed with
work done by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in
1999. They named Alaska District their Agent of
the Year in the Construction category; and Greg
Smith, a mechanical engineer with the district, their
Project Manager of the Year in the Design category.
The citations were presented at the 1999 Pacific Air
Force Command’s Civil Engineer Conference on Oct.
26.

Stanley Yasumoto, PACAF’s Chief of Engineer-
ing, said that Alaska District provided the “most
professional management in the construction of Air
Force projects” in managing eight military projects
in Alaska valued at $310 million.

Smith was recognized by the Air Force for his skill
as a project manager and for pioneering Alaska
District’s design charrette into an extraordinary
design tool.

Lifetime Achievement Award

Dr. Ed Middleton, Jacksonville District’s Engi-
neering Division chief, received the Bentley Systems
Inc. Lifetime Achievement Award. It was presented
to Middleton for his work in advancing information
technology and his impact on the entire engineer-
ing industry.

(Editor’'s Note: This year marks the 225th
Anniversary of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
During the coming year, each issue of “Engineer
Update” will include a brief glimpse into Corps
history. All material will come from the History
Office publication “Historical Vignettes — Volume
2,” EP 870-1-1, published in May 1979.)

Involvement of the Corps in preserving and en-
hancing recreational opportunities goes back more
than 100 years to Yellowstone’s first days as the
original national park. Western expansion was so
rapid that that exploring the frontier actually over-
lapped the arrival of tourists. In 1875, Capt. Will-
iam Ludlow entered the Yellowstone area leading a
reconnaissance party. And there were sightseers,
like harbingers of the future, already carving their
initials, scattering rubbish, and breaking off pieces
of rock formations.

Alarmed by what he saw, Ludlow spent most of

Preserving nature is nothing new

his time pleading with visitors to respect nature’s
work. He stopped one woman, poised with a shovel
over a mound of mineral deposits formed for thou-
sands of years by a bubbling spring, just before she
did irreparable damage.

But even his frantic efforts were far from ad-
equate. He wrote, “Miracles of art can be ruined in
five minutes by a vandal armed with an axe, and
nearly all the craters show signs of [this] hopeless
and unrestrained barbarity.”

Ludlow’s exploration did not amount to much,
but his efforts on behalf of Yellowstone did. In his
report, he proposed several ways to preserve the
park. All the measures he suggested (calling in
the Army, letting troops patrol the land, and have
the engineers build roads) were adopted. Thanks
to Ludlow, who provided the blueprint for saving
the park, Yellowstone remains among the crown
jewels of America’s scenic wonders.







