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• The Corps defines interpretation as:

Communication and education 
processes provided to internal and 

external audiences, which support the 
accomplishment of Corps missions, tell 

the Corps story, and reveal the 
meaning of, and relationships between 

natural, cultural, and created 
environments and features.

What is Interpretation
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Isn’t Interp Just “Fluff”?

•Outreach and problem solving

•Building partnerships out of 
our relationships with the 
public

•Positive community relations
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Value of our Programs

• People don’t know the value of 

what we do

• This includes people in the 

Corps or at our own projects
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Value of our Programs

• Protection of life and property

• Economic

• Social

• Quality of Life

• Intangible
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• Before our communities will 

embrace the values of our program

• They must be aware 

of us as an agency

• They won’t if we 

don’t communicate 

with them
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Interpretive Goals
Thanks to Brian Westfall letting me use parts of his 

Interpretive Services presentation.
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Interpretive Goals
• To achieve management 

objectives using 

interpretive techniques

• To provide environmental 

education to foster 

stewardship of natural, 

cultural and created 

environments
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Interpretive Goals

• To incorporate Corps 

civil works and military 

missions into interpretive 

programming

• To improve visitor and 

employee safety using 

interpretive techniques
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Interpretive Goals

• To use environmental education, 

partnerships, career 

development, recruitment and 

special programs and events to 

encourage students to pursue 

careers in math and science.
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http://www.usace.army.mil/STEM



BUILDING STRONG®



BUILDING STRONG®

Interpretive Goals

• To enhance visitor’s 

experience and 

enjoyment by 

anticipating their 

needs providing 

interpretive resources 

to meet those needs
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Where Do We Start?
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Behavioral Objectives
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Brainstorming
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Cost to Visitor Ratio
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Bring it to the Boss
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Examples
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Printables
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Direct Contact    
Public Programs / Outreach
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Media
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Coho Salmon Project
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Displays / Exhibits
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Wayside Signs
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Tying it all Together

• Interpretation isn’t all just “birds 

and bunny” programs

• It’s a tool we can use to help us 

do our jobs

• A way to get the visitor to care 

about and protect our resources
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Questions?


