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The partnership between American Frontiers and the National Geographic Society has 
borne significant fruit. The two organizations have joined hands in expanding National 
Geographic’s Geography Action! 2002 program. The new program is currently titled  
“America’s Backyard: Exploring your Public Lands”. The program is predicated on the 
beliefs that public lands are one of America’s great treasures, that our children are losing 
their connection to the land, and that public lands symbolize the very essence of freedom 
in this country. We want all Americans to feel the same sense of stewardship and 
ownership for America’s Backyard-our public lands-as they do for their own backyards.  
 
The project involves a core program and several supporting projects that are funding 
dependent. The core elements include a public lands themed interactive web site with 
educational resources and  “call to action” activities, a printed public lands map with 
activities, educator training, the trek- “A Public Lands Journey”, and publicity/promotion 
programs. Additional “a- la-carte” supporting elements include printed pieces in various 
National Geographic magazines, an interactive online public lands museum, a full-blown 
trek following web site, Radio Expeditions on National Public Radio, a trek documentary 
film, educational curriculum kits, and many others.  
 
Work has already begun on the educational elements of Geography Action! 2002, 
“America’s Backyard”, and the route analysis for the Public Lands Journey is in its final 
stages. Sponsor development and fund raising activities are also underway, in addition to 
agency coordination and identification of logistical support needs.  
 
America’s Backyard is expected to kick off in early may with the launching of the 
Geography Action! 2002 web site. The trek is planned to begin in late July ending on 
National Public Lands Day, September 28th, 2002. 
 
The support base for this program includes the Public Lands Interpretive Association (the 
founding organization for American Frontiers), National Geographic Society (the 
producer of Geography Action! and the principal partner), Bureau of Land Management 
(the lead federal agency and primary financial partner), National Environmental 
Education and Training Foundation (creator of National Public Lands Day), all other 
federal land managing agencies, and numerous public lands related organizations, 
associations, and foundations.  


