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Dr. Beane is the leading Research Forester within the U.S. Army Engineer Research 
and Development Center (ERDC), where he has served since 2011.  Working for 
military and civil works efforts, his research experiences span the continent, from 
evaluating forest regeneration in the Florida Everglades to developing management 
frameworks for tundra vegetation above the Arctic Circle.  Dr. Beane earned a Forestry 
degree from the University of Arkansas-Monticello, and obtained his MS and PhD in 
Forestry and Forest Resource Science from West Virginia University. 
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Tara is a native of Pennsylvania where she completed her BS 
degree in Environmental Biology at Kutztown University in 
Kutztown, PA.   While completing her undergraduate studies, 
Tara began her career with the Corps of Engineers as a 
Seasonal Park Ranger at Blue Marsh Lake, Philadelphia District.  
Following her undergraduate studies, Tara embarked on a full-
time career as a Park Ranger/Natural Resource Specialist at Raystown Lake, Baltimore District.  
While at Raystown, Tara was actively engaged in the Environmental Stewardship, Recreation, 
and Environmental Compliance programs, served on national leadership teams, and worked 
with a variety of federal, state, local, and non-profit partners.  Recently, Tara accepted a position 
with ERDC’s Environmental Laboratory working with the Natural Resources Management 
Support Team to provide comprehensive operational and technical support, program evaluation, 
and leadership strategies to the Natural Resource Management Program.  
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Ms. Chambers is a research ecologist at the U.S. Army Engineer 

Research and Development Center Environmental Laboratory. She 

host webinars and working meetings for several Civil Works 

environmental research programs including Dredging Operations 

Technical Support, Ecosystem and Restoration Research, and the Invasive Species Leadership 

Team. Additionally, she supports projects and research work units through coordination efforts. 

These projects often with a collaborative component such as the International Natural and 

Nature‐Based Features Guidelines, the annual Threatened and Endangered Species Cost report 

to Congress, and the invasive species leadership team national cost estimate for the National 

Invasive Species Counsel. 
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