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“The views, opinions and findings contained in this report are 
those of the authors(s) and should not be construed as an 
official Department of the Army position, policy or decision, 
unless so designated by other official documentation.” 

Ginny Dickerson 
4 October 2017 

YOUR DATA – HOW IT’S 
BEING USED & WHY IT’S 
IMPORTANT 

1 



First - Where does the Data come from? 
2 

Database of Record 

CorpsLakes.us 

USACE Visitor’s Site 

Recreation.gov 

Make a Reservation 

Lake and PSA Facility Data 



What about Reservation Data?  
3 

CorpsLakes.us 

USACE Visitor’s Site 

Recreation.gov 

Make a Reservation 
NRRS is where each lake manages 
facility information 

Reservable Sites are shared among Recreation.gov and CorpsLakes.us 



Why does the Data matter? 
4 

•  General public uses these sites 

•  Consistency is a necessity! 

•  Sharing data!  Sites other than CorpsLakes.us and 
Recreation.gov use this data 

•  RIDB – Recreation Information Database 

•  Application Programming Interface  (API) available for 
others to integrate our data into their apps and 
websites 



What is an API? 
5 

•  Application Programming Interface (API) 
•  API is a set of clearly defined methods of communication 

between various software components 
•  RIDB (Recreation Information Database) API 
•  Must register to use API 



Why does the Data matter? 
6 

CorpsLakes.us Recreation.gov 

Mobile 
Apps 

Websites 

RIDB contains all data from Recreation.gov 

API 

•  Over 2,600 registrations 
•  Over 1.7 million requests for the data via API 
 



RIDB 2.0 
7 

CorpsLakes.us ALL 
Recreation.gov 

Mobile 
Apps 

Websites 

RIDB 2.0 contains ALL data IN Recreation.gov 

API 



File Name 

8 

•  Lake & PSA descriptions 

•  Lake & PSA directions 

•  Phone numbers 

•  Facilities 

•  Lake & PSA Coordinates 

OMBIL Update - October 



www.CorpsLakes.us 
9 



www.Recreation.gov 
10 



So, where is my data on CorpsLakes.us? 

File Name 

11 



What about Recreation.gov? 
12 



Data gathered from OMBIL 
13 

•  Descriptions 
•  Directions 
•  Coordinates 
•  Address  
•  Phone number 
•  PSAs 
•  Facilities 
•  Concessionaires 



Data provided outside of OMBIL 
14 

•  Links to lake levels, permits, fishing reports, maps 
•  Social media links 
•  Concessionaire links 
•  Virtual tours 
•  Photos 



File Name 

15 



Benefits other than Data! 
16 

•  Corps Lakes Photo Album 
•  Recreation.gov Stories 
•  Recreation.gov Go Lists 



Corps Lakes Photo Album 
17 



18 



Recreation.gov Stories 
19 

•  Tell your story 
•  Highlight events 
•  Water safety 



Some of the Published Stories 
20 

•  Alabama Scenic River Trail 
•  Bartram Trail at Thurmond Lake 
•  Canyon Lake Volunteers Honor Wounded Warriors 
•  Green River Lake, Kentucky 
•  Honoring Important Women in Conservation History – 

Debby Chenoweth 
•  Ice Harbor Lock and Dam 
•  National Fishing and Boating Week 
•  Riverlands Audubon Center and National Great 

Rivers Museum 
•  Veterans National Recreation Trail at Coralville Lake 
•  Wintertime Bald Eagle Watches 



Have a Story for Recreation.gov? 
21 

•  Contact Virginia (Ginny) Dickerson 
 



Recreation.gov Go Lists 
22 

•  Quick lists to inspire exploration 
•  USACE Lists 

•  Summer Fun at Lakes 
•  10 Lakes that May Surprise You 
•  Five Town to Bike Trails 



So how can all of this help me? 
23 

•  Promote your lake! 

•  Good data in OMBIL = accurate information to public 

•  Good information helps public plan their weekend or 
vacation 



So how can all of this help me? 
24 

•  Photos show how awesome our lakes are! 



File Name 

25 

•  Update data 

•  OMBIL is open now! 

•  Webinars   

•  Thursday 10:00 & 2:00 CDT; Friday 11:00 CDT 

•  Provide coordinates for PSA entrances, Campsites, 

restrooms, etc. 

•  Photos 

What do we need to do? 



How do I update my Data or add Photos? 
26 

Database of Record 
•  OMBIL Update – facility and general data 
•  NRRS – reservable facility data 

  
Additional Content (photos, urls, etc) 

•  Email CorpsLakes@usace.army.mil 
•  Contact Virginia (Ginny) Dickerson 



Coordinate Data Call 
27 

•  November – after OMBIL update complete 

•  Excel files from BAH 

•  Contains NRRS ids to help field identify units 

•  Instructions will be sent with excel files 

•  Want coordinates of campsites, restrooms, hookups 

•  Also requesting photos of campsites 

•  1 January suspense to Ginny Dickerson 



WANT TO LEARN MORE? – GATEWAY WEBINARS 

File Name 

28 

•  Gateway	101	(completed	&	posted)	
•  Recrea?on	(completed	&	posted)	
•  NRM	Community	Forum	(completed	&	posted)	
•  Your	Data	–	How	it’s	being	used	and	why	

important	-	Presented:	4	Oct	2017	
	COMING	IN	FY	18:	
*	SmartBooks			
*	Visitor	Page		
*	Environmental	Stewardship	
*	Submissions	
 


